
 
 

Matthew 

Chapter16: 1-12 
Mk 8:11-21 
Lk 12:54-56 
  

16:1 The Pharisees and Sadducees came to Jesus and tested him by asking him 
to show them a sign from heaven.  

16:2 He replied, "When evening comes, you say, 'It will be fair weather, for the 
sky is red,'  

16:3 and in the morning, 'Today it will be stormy, for the sky is red and overcast.' 
You know how to interpret the appearance of the sky, but you cannot interpret 

the signs of the times.  

16:4 A wicked and adulterous generation looks for a miraculous sign, but none 

will be given it except the sign of Jonah." Jesus then left them and went away.  

16:5 When they went across the lake, the disciples forgot to take bread.  

16:6 "Be careful," Jesus said to them. "Be on your guard against the yeast of the 
Pharisees and Sadducees."  

 
Mark says “leaven of the Pharisees and of Herod” – Sadducees were generally of 
Herod’s political party 

16:7 They discussed this among themselves and said, "It is because we didn't 
bring any bread."  

16:8 Aware of their discussion, Jesus asked, "You of little faith, why are you 
talking among yourselves about having no bread?  

16:9 Do you still not understand? Don't you remember the five loaves for the five 
thousand, and how many basketfuls you gathered?  

16:10 Or the seven loaves for the four thousand, and how many basketfuls you 
gathered?  

16:11 How is it you don't understand that I was not talking to you about bread? 
But be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees."  

16:12 Then they understood that he was not telling them to guard against the 
yeast used in bread, but against the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees.  



Exegesis: 
 
Who: Jesus/Pharisees, Jesus/disciples 
 

What: Confrontation with Pharisees, teaching to the disciples 
 
 

Historical context for the sign from heaven: 
 

Miracle from Heaven: 

 Claiming dissatisfaction with the miracles he wrought on the earth, they ask of 

him to produce a sign from heaven, of his coming from thence, of his being the 
Son of God, and the true Messiah. They wanted some such sign, as the standing 
still of the sun and moon, in the times of Joshua; and as raining manna, in the 

times of Moses; or some such appearances of thunder and lightning, as at the 
giving of the law. The appearance of the rainbow, in a very extraordinary manner, 
is looked upon by the Jews as a sign of the Messiah's coming F24.  

``Says a certain Jew, when my father departed out of the world, he said thus to 

me; do not look for the Messiah until thou seest the bow in the world, adorned 
with light colours, and the world enlightened by it; then look for the Messiah, as it 
is written, (Genesis 9:16) .'' Some very unusual and uncommon sight in the 

heavens, was what these men asked of Christ in proof of his mission from God. 
 
Pharisees and Sadducees 

 
 The doctrines the Pharisees taught were the commandments and inventions of 
men, the traditions of the elders, free will, and justification by the works of the 

law: the doctrine of the Sadducees was, that there was no resurrection of the 
dead, nor angels, nor spirits: now because they sought secretly and artfully to 
infuse their notions into the minds of men; and which, when imbibed, spread their 

infection, and made men sour, morose, rigid, and ill natured, and swelled and 
puffed them up with pride and vanity, Christ compares them to leaven; and 
advises his disciples to look about them, to watch, and be on their guard, lest 

they should be infected with them. 
 
Where: Jesus/Pharisees in the region of Magdala (Mt. 15:39), then crossed over 

the Sea of Galilee prior to the conversation with the disciples.   Confrontation 
over man-made, hypocritical religion.  Conversation with disciples was to make 
them understand once again that it was not the physical realm Christ was 

referring to, but the evil influence of the religious leaders of the day. 
 
When: Immediately following the miraculous healings and feeding of the 4,000 

the Pharisees and Sadducees are STILL asking for signs! 
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Why:  Christ is moving forward towards the final phase of his ministry in 

Jerusalem.  The confrontation signaled a total rejection of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees, which would “put the nail in the coffin” for Him when He entered 
Jerusalem.  It is imperative to Christ that the disciples and those who listened to 

Christ understood without question that Christ categorically rejected the religion 
and religious leaders of Israel, and that He came to demonstrate the true heart of 
faith – loving relationship with God the Father and God the Son. 

 
 

Hermeneutics: 
 
Two primary issues: 

1) Man-made religion that is oppressive, legalistic, and hypocritical 
2) Lack of understanding when God speaks to us 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 



Matthew  

Chapter16:13-28 
Mk. 8:27-38 
Lk 9:18 
 

16:13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, "Who do people say the Son of Man is?"  

16:14 They replied, "Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still 
others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets."  

16:15 "But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I am?"  

16:16 Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."  

16:17 Jesus replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not 

revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven.  

16:18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock, I will build my church, 

and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.  

16:19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on 

earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven."  

16:20 Then he warned his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Christ.  

16:21 From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go 

to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and 
teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to 
life.  

16:22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. "Never, Lord!" he said. 
"This shall never happen to you!"  

16:23 Jesus turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a 
stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things 

of men."  

16:24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, "If anyone would come after me, he must 

deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.  

16:25 For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for 

me will find it.  

16:26 What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his 

soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?  



16:27 For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father's glory with his angels, 
and then he will reward each person according to what he has done.  

16:28 I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death before 
they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom."  (Scholars believe this is 

referring to the Transfiguration which Peter, James, and John saw a preview at)  

Exegesis: 
 
Who: Christ & the disciples 

 
What: Acknowledgment of Christ’s deity, discussion of the Church, discussion of 
the Cross, rebuking of Peter, discussion of self-denial 

 
When: Immediately following feeding the 4,000 and rebuke of Pharisees & 
Sadducees 

 
Where: Caesarea Philippi – North of the Sea of Galilee at the base of the SW 
slope of Mt. Hermon – a place long associated idol worship 

 
Why: Illustration of the necessity of knowing Christ in order to follow Him 
 

Peter – the rock – Petra one word for Rock and Peter in Aramaic – two words in 
the Greek Petros is Peter, Petra is rock.  Some commentators believe that Christ 
was affirming Himself as the rock and Peter as a part of that.  The Church would 

be built upon the confession of faith, not upon Peter.   
 
Keys to the kingdom – in historical context the principles of binding and loosing – 

allowing or disallowing – the early Church did away with circumcision, unclean 
foods, the separation or viewpoint that Gentiles were unclean, etc. 
 

 

Hermeneutics: 
 
Pride – The Disciples had come through the doubt of feeding the 4,000 to an 
expression of faith, and Peter had the honor of being renamed Cephas and 

described as a foundation of the Church.  Peter moves quickly to rebuke 
Christ…. How quickly do we believe that we know best, in spite of our failures? 
 

Used of Satan -Peter called Satan – He was tempting Christ to not fulfill God’s 
plan – Do we do that without knowing it when we seek to talk others out of doing 
the hard things for Christ, or divert their attention to the carnal instead of 

spiritual?  How quick we are to correct others, without stopping to check our 
value systems… 
 

Self-denial – Peter did not understand God’s values, hence did not understand 
the concept of the suffering Messiah.   We mix up God’s values with our own and 
do not want to suffer, or surrender the here and now. 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 



Matthew 

Chapter17:1-21 
Mk 9:2-29 
Lk 9:28-41 
 
Matt. 17:1 After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother 

of James, and led them up a high mountain by themselves.  

17:2 There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his 

clothes became as white as the light.  

17:3 Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus.  

17:4 Peter said to Jesus, "Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put 
up three shelters--one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah."  

17:5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped them, and a voice 
from the cloud said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. 

Listen to him!"  

17:6 When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, terrified.  

17:7 But Jesus came and touched them. "Get up," he said. "Don't be afraid."  

17:8 When they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus.  

17:9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus instructed them, "Don't tell 

anyone what you have seen, until the Son of Man has been raised from the 
dead."  

17:10 The disciples asked him, "Why then do the teachers of the law say that 
Elijah must come first?"  

17:11 Jesus replied, "To be sure, Elijah comes and will restore all things.  

17:12 But I tell you, Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize him, but 

have done to him everything they wished. In the same way the Son of Man is 
going to suffer at their hands."  

17:13 Then the disciples understood that he was talking to them about John the 
Baptist.  

17:14 When they came to the crowd, a man approached Jesus and knelt before 
him.  

17:15 “Lord, have mercy on my son," he said. "He has seizures and is suffering 
greatly. He often falls into the fire or into the water.  



17:16 I brought him to your disciples, but they could not heal him."  

17:17 "O unbelieving and perverse generation," Jesus replied, "how long shall I 
stay with you? How long shall I put up with you? Bring the boy here to me."  

17:18 Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of the boy, and he was healed 
from that moment.  

17:19 Then the disciples came to Jesus in private and asked, "Why couldn't we 
drive it out?"  

17:20 He replied, "Because you have so little faith. I tell you the truth, if you have 
faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, 'Move from here 
to there' and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you."  

 
 

Exegesis 17:1-13 
 

Who: Jesus, Peter, James and John the sons of Zebedee, Moses and Elijah. 
 
What: Christ takes the three disciples with Him to witness His transfiguration, 

conversation with Moses and Elijah. 
 
(Luke says about Christ’s impending crucifixion and death, and commendation 

from His Father 
 
1) Fulfillment of the OT Law (Moses) Deut. 18:15-18, Prophets (Elijah), Mal. 4:4-

6, according to OT prophecy,  
 
2) Confirmation of God the Father (one of three times: baptism, on Mt. Hermon, 

and triumphal entrance into Jerusalem 
 
3) Witness of the disciples to the complete fulfillment of Old Testament Scripture 

and approval of God the Father 
 
When: Six days after the conversation regarding His impending death 

 
Where: No record of them moving, theologians believe they are still in the area of 
Caesarea Phillipi, which would make the mountain most likely Mt. Hermon 

 
Luke refers to the whiteness of Christ as whiter than any launder could make 
Christ’s clothes.  In this time period, a launder was an expert in removing stains 

and in making white clothing brilliant.  It is a wonderful word picture of the 
cleansing that only Christ can provide – a whiteness whiter than snow. 
 

Hermeneutics: 
 

Disciples taken with Christ to the mountain to pray.  Luke says they were “heavy 
with sleep”.  When they were awakened, they witnessed the remarkable scene of 



Christ’s transfiguration.  Their first response was fear, which Christ 
compassionately calmed, and then Peter’s response was one of earthly provision 

– the tabernacles.  Not an appropriate response for heavenly beings, he may 
have just not known what to say.  They also asked Christ afterwards about Elijah 
and the prophecies instead of asking about the conversation they overheard 

about the impending death of Christ.  They wanted to tell the Israelites that they 
had seen Elijah, therefore the prophecy was fulfilled in Malachi 4:4-5, giving more 
credence to Christ the Messiah.  They were forbidden to talk about what they had 

seen.    Big picture – they were asleep during prayer time, and second, they 
missed some of the spiritual meaning and importance of the event. 
 

Application: When we are spiritually sleepy, we miss being connected to God’s 
work and His priorities.  We sometimes babble about unimportant, trivial issues 
regarding the Church and people instead of God Himself because we interact 

with what we are most familiar with.  We need to become more familiar with the 
plans and purposes of God.   1) Do we believe that?   2) How do we do that?  3) 
What needs to change? 

 
 

Exegesis 17:14-20 
 
Who: Jesus, all the disciples, a father and his demon possessed child, the 

multitude 
 
What: Christ cast the demon out of the child, healing him of his epileptic fits, he 

rebuked the Israelites, and he then taught the disciples privately about the 
necessity of faith, fasting and prayer in difficult situations 
 

When: Immediately upon return from the Transfiguration 
 
Where: Presumably back in the region of Caesarea Phillipi at the base of Mt. 

Hermon 
 

Hermeneutics: 
 
The disciples that remained behind could not cast the demon out of the child, 
although Christ had given them this power in Matthew 10:1 when he called them 
as apostles.  They were concerned that this power was now gone.    It was not 

individual power that the disciples had been given, it was authority through Christ 
over demons and disease.  
1) Are we granted that same authority as believers today?  

2) Do we believe it?    
3) Do we exercise it?    
4) How does the statement “faith as a mustard seed” apply to us?    

5) How do we “get” more faith?   
6) What is our answered prayer based upon? 



Application: Individualistic faith, or Christ centered faith    
 

 

 

Matthew 

Chapter17: 22-27 
Mk 9:30-32  

 

17:22 When they came together in Galilee, he said to them, "The Son of Man is 
going to be betrayed into the hands of men.  

17:23 They will kill him, and on the third day he will be raised to life." And the 
disciples were filled with grief.  

17:24 After Jesus and his disciples arrived in Capernaum, the collectors of the 
two-drachma tax came to Peter and asked, “Doesn't your teacher pay the temple 
tax?"  

17:25 "Yes, he does," he replied. When Peter came into the house, Jesus was 
the first to speak. "What do you think, Simon?" he asked. "From whom do the 

kings of the earth collect duty and taxes--from their own sons or from others?"  

17:26 "From others," Peter answered. "Then the sons are exempt," Jesus said to 

him.  

17:27 "But so that we may not offend them, go to the lake and throw out your 

line. Take the first fish you catch; open its mouth and you will find a four-drachma 
coin. Take it and give it to them for my tax and yours."  

 
 

Exegesis: 



 
Who: Christ and the disciples 

 
What: Jesus tells His disciples for the second time about his death and 
resurrection.  They did not understand, and focused on His death 

 
When: The time is just before the Passover, as they are on their way towards 
Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover. 

 
Where: Jesus and the disciples begin the final journey towards Jerusalem – they 
pass through Galilee and then Capernaum on the way. 

some copies read, "sinful men"; and so the angels report the words, in (Luke 
24:7) by whom may be meant the Gentiles, who, by the Jews, were reckoned 
very wicked men, and called sinners of the Gentiles. Now Christ intimates, that 

the son of man, meaning himself, should be betrayed by the Jews, into the hands 
of the Gentiles; than which, with the Jews, nothing was reckoned a fouler action, 
or a viler crime; their canons run thus F8:  

``It is forbidden to betray an Israelite into the hands of the Gentiles, whether in his 

body or in his substance; and though he may be a wicked man, and a ringleader 
in sin, and though he may have oppressed and afflicted him; and everyone that 
betrays an Israelite into the hands of the Gentiles, whether in his body, or in his 

substance, has no part in the world to come.''  
They forgot this rule, when they delivered Christ to Pontius Pilate. They go on to 
observe, that  

``it is lawful to kill a betrayer in any place, even at this time, in which they do not 
judge capital crimes; and it is lawful to kill him before he betrays; but when he 
says, lo! I am about to betray such an one in his body, or in his substance, 

though his substance is small, he exposes himself to death; and they admonish 
him and say to him, do not betray: if he is obstinate, and says I will betray him, it 
is commanded to kill him; and he that is first to kill him, is a worthy man,'' that he 

should be betrayed into the hands of the Gentiles, fearing that another nation 
would come, and take away, and possess the worldly kingdom and grandeur they 
were dreaming of; and that he should die at all; and much more that he should 

die such a cruel and ignominious death, as that of the cross. They seem to have 
overlooked, and to have taken no notice of his rising again from the dead; which 
might have administered comfort to them, and have relieved them under their 

melancholy apprehensions of things; but this they understood not, nor indeed 
truly any part of what he had said; so, Mark and Luke intimate: but then it may be 
said, how come they to be so very sorrowful, if they did not know what was said? 

 

Hermeneutics:  
 
The disciples loved Christ and so were very sorrowful – they loved Him and yet 
still did not understand God’s divine purposes.  They could not wrap their mind 
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around something so foreign to the way they had believed for so long about how 
things should be and what the Messiah would do when He came.   They were so 

steeped in their beliefs that even though they had already been told once, and 
knew the OT prophecy, and had been with Him three years, they still did not 
understand. 

 
Question: Are there areas in our own lives that are so steeped with our own 
thought processes that, while we love Christ, we do not comprehend His plans? 

. 

Exegesis 
 
Who: Jesus and Peter 
 

What: The temple tax requested by temple worker. Half-shekel tax for upkeep of 
Temple, first commanded in Ex. 30:13 (about two days wages for common 
laborer), and levied by Jews until AD 70 with the final destruction of the Temple.  

After that it was levied by the Romans and the funds used for the Temple of 
Jupiter in Rome.   The story about this tax and fish only in Matthew.  Christ bids 
Peter to go catch a fish with a coin in its mouth to pay their tax. 

 
When: Again, on the way to Jerusalem 
 

Where: Capernaum Peter’s home most likely location 
 
 

Hermeneutics: 
 

Note: Jesus knew what Peter was going to say before he said it and already had 
a provision before the need was expressed.   To obtain the provision Peter was 
required to obey, to work, and to exercise faith. 

 
Christ was exempt as He is God’s Son – His Father’s house.  Peter was 
recognized as a son of God as well…While exempt as Christians no longer 

worshipped in the Temple, they were to be beyond reproach in regards to their 
temporal responsibilities.  Jewish Christians not to separate themselves from 
Jewish culture.    

 
 
Peter presently his word for his Master; "Yes, certainly; my Master pays tribute; 

it is his principle and practice; you need not fear moving it to him.’’ (1.) He was 
made under the law (Gal. 4:4); therefore, under this law he was paid for at forty 
days old (Lu. 2:22), and now he paid for himself, as one who, in his state of 

humiliation, had taken upon him the form of a servant, Phil. 2:7, 8. (2.) He was 
made sin for us, and was sent forth in the likeness of sinful flesh, Rom. 8:3. 
Now this tax paid to the temple is called an atonement for the soul, Ex. 30:15. 

Christ, that in everything he might appear in the likeness of sinners, paid it 



though he had no sin to atone for. (3.) Thus, it became him to fulfil all 
righteousness, chapter 3:15. He did this to set an example, [1.] Of rendering to 

all their due, tribute to whom tribute is due, Rom. 13:7. The kingdom of Christ 
not being of this world, the favourites and officers of it are so far from having a 
power granted them, as such, to tax other people’s purses, that theirs are made 

liable to the powers that are. [2.] Of contributing to the support of the public 
worship of God in the places where we are. If we reap spiritual things, it is fit that 
we should return carnal things. The temple was now made a den of thieves, and 

the temple-worship a pretence for the opposition which the chief priests gave to 
Christ and his doctrine; and yet Christ paid this tribute. Note, Church-duties, 
legally imposed, are to be paid, notwithstanding church-corruptions. We must 

take care not to use our liberty as a cloak of covetousness or maliciousness, 
1 Pt. 2:16. If Christ pay tribute, who can pretend an exemption? 
 

Few knew, as Peter did, that he was the Son of God; and it would have been a 
diminution to the honour of that great truth, which was yet a secret, to advance it 
now, to serve such a purpose as this. Therefore, Christ drops that argument, and 

considers, that if he should refuse this payment, it would increase people’s 
prejudice against him and his doctrine, and alienate their affections from him, and 
therefore he resolves to pay it. Note, Christian prudence and humility teach us, in 

many cases, to recede from our right, rather than give offence by insisting upon 
it. We must never decline our duty for fear of giving offence (Christ’s preaching 
and miracles offended them, yet he went on with him, ch. 15:12, 13, better offend 

men than God); but we must sometimes deny ourselves in that which is our 
secular interest, rather than give offence; as Paul, 1 Co. 8:13; Rom. 14:13. 2. 
What course he took for the payment of this tax; he furnished himself with money 

for it out of the mouth of a fish (v. 27), wherein appears, (1.) The poverty of 
Christ; he had not fifteen pence at command to pay his tax with, though he cured 
so many that were diseased; it seems, he did all gratis; for our sakes he 

became poor, 2 Co. 8:9. In his ordinary expenses, he lived upon alms (Lu. 8:3), 
and in extraordinary ones, he lived upon miracles. 
 

In keeping God’s commands, as well as after keeping them, there is great 
reward, Ps. 19:11. Peter was made a fisher of men    
 

Christ could as easily have commanded a bag of money as a piece of money; but 
he would teach us not to covet superfluities, but, having enough for our present 
occasions, therewith to be content, and not to distrust God, though we live but 

from hand to mouth. Christ made the fish his cash-keeper; and why may not we 
make God’s providence our storehouse and treasury? If we have a competency 
for today, let to-morrow take thought for the things of itself. 

 
Note, it is a desirable thing, if God so please, to have wherewithal of this world’s 
goods, not only to be just, but to be kind; not only to be charitable to the poor, but 

obliging to our friends. What is a great estate good for, but that it enables a man 
to do so much the more good? 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Matthew  

Chapter18: 1-14 
Mk 31: 31-34 

Lk. 22:22-2 
 

18:1   At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, "Who is the greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven?"  

18:2   He called a little child and had him stand among them.  

18:3   And he said: "I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little 

children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.  

18:4   Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the 

kingdom of heaven.  

18:5   "And whoever welcomes a little child like this in my name welcomes me.  

18:6    But if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it 



would be better for him to have a large millstone hung around his neck and to be 
drowned in the depths of the sea.  

18:7   "Woe to the world because of the things that cause people to sin! Such 
things must come, but woe to the man through whom they come!  

18:8   If your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is 
better for you to enter life maimed or crippled than to have two hands or two feet 

and be thrown into eternal fire.  

18:9   And if your eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is 

better for you to enter life with one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into 
the fire of hell.  

18:10 “See that you do not look down on one of these little ones. For I tell you 
that their angels in heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven.  

18:12 "What do you think? If a man owns a hundred sheep, and one of them 
wanders away, will he not leave the ninety-nine on the hills and go to look for the 
one that wandered off?  

18:13   And if he finds it, I tell you the truth, he is happier about that one sheep 
than about the ninety-nine that did not wander off.  

18:14 In the same way your Father in heaven is not willing that any of these little 
ones should be lost.  

 

Exegesis: 
 

Who:  Christ and the disciples 

What: Discussion, misunderstanding over the Kingdom of Heaven and their role 
When: On the final journey towards Jerusalem, right after Christ paid the temple 
tax for Peter 

Where: Capernaum 
 
 

Historical Background:  
 

Mt. 3:2/Acts 1:6 – the disciples had been taught that the resurrection would 
usher in the earthly Kingdom of the Messiah 
 

They had heard much, and preached much, of the kingdom of heaven, the 
kingdom of the Messiah, his church in this world; but as yet they were so far from 
having any clear notion of it, that they dreamt of a temporal kingdom, and the 

external pomp and power of it. Christ had lately foretold his sufferings, and the 
glory that should follow, that he should rise again, from whence they expected his 
kingdom would commence; and now they thought it was time to put in for their 

places in it; it is good, in such cases, to speak early.  
They had the courage to ask Christ about their places in the Kingdom, but not 
about His death and resurrection. 

 



They suppose it must be some of them.  They had left all for him, and were now 
his companions in patience and tribulation.  4. They strive who it should be, each 

having some pretence or other to it. Peter was always the chief speaker, and 
already had the keys given him; he expects to be lord-chancellor, or lord-
chamberlain of the household, and so to be the greatest. Judas had the bag, and 

therefore he expects to be lord-treasurer, which, though now he comes last, he 
hopes, will then denominate him the greatest. Simon and Jude are nearly related 
to Christ, and they hope to take place of all the great officers of state, as princes 

of the blood. John is the beloved disciple, the favourite of the Prince, and 
therefore hopes to be the greatest. Andrew was first called, and why should not 
he be first preferred? Note, we are very apt to amuse and humour ourselves with 

foolish fancies of things that will never be. 
 
Keep in mind that Peter had been renamed by Christ, given the keys to the 

Kingdom, and Peter, James, & John were included in the Transfiguration, and 
Peter had his temple tax paid for him by Christ 
 

 
18:3 - A very serious warning to the disciples 
 

18:4 - 5 What can we learn from the example of children? 
 
(1 Peter. 2:2); but, as children, we must desire the sincere milk of the word  

Matthew. 6:31); as children, we must be careful for nothing, but leave it to our 
heavenly Father to care for us  
1 Corinthians. 14:20 we must, as children, be harmless and inoffensive, and void 

of malice (1 Co. 14:20),  
Gal. 4:2 governable, and under command   
Rom. 12:16 and (which is here chiefly intended) we must be humble as little 

children, who do not take state upon them, nor stand upon the punctilios of 
honour; the child of a gentleman will play with the child of a beggar - little children 
have no great aims at great places, or projects to raise themselves in the world; 

they exercise not themselves in things too high for them;  
Psalm 131:1,2 we should in like manner behave, and quiet ourselves,  
 

As children are little in body and low in stature, so we must be little and low in 
spirit, and in our thoughts of ourselves. This is a temper which leads to other 
good dispositions; the age of childhood is the learning age.  People who perceive 

themselves as great are quick to walk over the top of the “little people”. 
 
18:6-14 – Christ knows that these are the men who will establish His Church on 

earth.  He is now instructing them in the seriousness of pride, of sin, of not 
stumbling others through pride, and of how ruthlessly sin should be cast away by 
the believer, and of the responsibility of the church leadership to guard over His 

flock. 
 



Hermeneutics: 
 
1) Do we struggle with similar desires and mixed value systems?   Christ is 

saying that we have to change our minds/hearts or we will NOT truly be a part of 
the Kingdom of Heaven.   Angels were kicked out of heaven who had been used 
to being in the presence of God, but pride ruined their worship.   Christ is giving a 

very serious warning and rebuke.  
 
2) What was the motive for wanting to know who would be first?  Pride? 

Was it jealousy? Lust for power and prestige?  The “I deserve” mentality? 
 
3) Christ says change your minds!  Change the way you think!  Discard 

jealousy, envy, and a lust for power, prestige, and wealth.  Embrace the humble 
mindset of Christ.  Children do not struggle for position or power as men do, they 
are free of pretence.    Why would the proud and haughty receive the humble and 

poor Jesus?   The Church today doesn’t talk much about the humble, poor, 
suffering Jesus. 
 

4) Mt 20:17-28 – another similar situation, this time a parent vying for position for 
her children.  Do we pass on a flawed value system to our children through what 
we value for their future? 

 
5) If this is so serious, how do we deal with it in our own lives?   Are we 
willing to part with what is important to us (hand, eye, foot analogy) to be free 

from sin?  Christ paid a high price, why are we willing to sacrifice so little? 
 
  

 

 



Matthew 

Chapter18: 15-20 
Gal. 5:14-30 
Rom. 8:1-20 

 

18:15 "If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between 

the two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother over.  

18:16 But if he will not listen, take one or two others along, so that 'every matter 

may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.'  

18:17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen 

even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector.  

18:18 “I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 

and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.  

18:19 "Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask 

for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven.  

18: 20 For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them."  

 

 
Exegesis 18:15-20 
 
Who:  Jesus, disciples 
 

What: More on kingdom relationships – maintaining right relationship brother to 
brother 
 

When:  Continuing the previous discourse where the disciples are being given 
instruction regarding the Kingdom of Heaven (establishing God’s Kingdom on 
earth – the Church) the teaching given to all of the disciples regarding adopting 

the value system of God (greatest in the Kingdom), and the community care and 
concern for the “little ones” 
 
Where: Capernaum 

 

Historical Background/Notes 
 



Note the instruction – if your brother sins against you – YOU go…. Not wait on 
the offender to come to you.  This is to preserve relationship, as we are told that 

the most important values are to love God and to love our neighbor.  Part of 
loving our neighbor is to do all we can to preserve the relationship.    
 

Jesus’ reiterating teaching from Sermon on the Mount 
 
Matthew 5:21-26 “You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do 

not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.' 22 But I tell 
you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment. Again, 
anyone who says to his brother, 'Raca,' is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But 

anyone who says, 'You fool!' will be in danger of the fire of hell. 23 "Therefore, if 
you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has 
something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go 

and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift. 25 "Settle 
matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court. Do it while you are 
still with him on the way, or he may hand you over to the judge, and the judge 

may hand you over to the officer, and you may be thrown into prison. 26 I tell you 
the truth, you will not get out until you have paid the last penny.  
 

Leviticus 19     Read This Chapter 

19:17 “Do not hate your brother in your heart. Rebuke your neighbor frankly so 

you will not share in his guilt.”  

 

If that doesn’t go well, return with other brothers.  Intent is not to hammer but to 
seek reconciliation.  …  This has often been interpreted as the strong-arm tactic, 
but do remember that people don’t respond to force or legalism, they respond to 

concern and love, returning the one stray to the flock, etc.… Humility and value of 
relationship is the context in which this is being presented as indicated by the 
teaching immediately preceding it.  It would not make sense that this would then 

be an immediate Segway into hammering people into submission.  Also 
remember that often there are two sides to every story 
 

Deuteronomy 19     Read This Chapter 

19:15 One witness is not enough to convict a man accused of any crime or 

offense he may have committed. A matter must be established by the testimony 
of two or three witnesses.  

 
Third step – go to the church –   meaning leadership/elders – not necessarily the 
whole church if it does not concern the whole church 

 
1 Cor. 6:1-6 
 

1 If any of you has a dispute with another, dare he take it before the ungodly for 
judgment instead of before the saints? 

http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?passage=le+19&version=niv&showtools=0
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 2 Do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if you are to judge 
the world, are you not competent to judge trivial cases?  

3 Do you not know that we will judge angels? How much more the things of this 
life!  
4 Therefore, if you have disputes about such matters, appoint as judges even 

men of little account in the church!  
5 I say this to shame you. Is it possible that there is nobody among you wise 
enough to judge a dispute between believers?  

6 But instead, one brother goes to law against another--and this in front of 
unbelievers! 
 

Fourth step: If he will not recognize church authority, he will then lose his church 
community privileges and be subject to civil authority 
 

Those who put contempt on the orders and rules of a society, and bring reproach 
upon it, forfeit the honours and privileges of it, and are justly laid aside till they 
repent and submit, and reconcile themselves to it again. Christ has appointed this 

method for the vindicating of the church’s honour, the preserving of its purity, and 
the conviction and reformation of those that are scandalous. But observe, he doth 
not say, "Let him be to thee as a devil or damned spirit, as one whose case is 

desperate,’’ but "as a heathen and a publican, as one in a capacity of being 
restored and received in again. Count him not as an enemy, but admonish him as 
a brother.’’ The directions given to the church of Corinth concerning the 

incestuous person, agree with the rules here; he must be taken away from 
among them (1 Co. 5:2), 
 

Binding and losing – the spiritual authority Christ gives to the Church in 
performance of the duties of the leaders of the Church 
 

“I am in the midst” in contrast to the Jewish notion that unless there are ten 
people gathered, there is no congregation. 
 

Hermeneutics: 
 

1) Why the emphasis on the step-by-step process? 
 a) God’s value of right relationship between men 
 b) God’s desire for His Church to govern itself and encourage purity 

2) Do we share the same values? 
 
3) Are we willing to do the hard things to have private conversation if we 

are offended? 
 a) Are we willing to NOT talk about the issue with others, but make 
sure we speak of it to the person? 

 b) If there is no remedy, do we love our brother enough and value the 
relationship enough to get help? 



 c) This is not just business relationships, but friendships, and family, 
and marriage relationships.  God     wants them to be right so that our 

relationship with Him will not be hindered, and His love will flow through us 
to our neighbor. 
 

4) Do we have a biblical view of the role of the Church in our private lives?? 
 a) How many times have you said, “This is family business.  It stays 
inside the family.”?   Or, “we are private people, I am not talking to anyone 

about this issue…” 
 b) How many times have you NOT gone to the proper person inside 
the Church to get help but HAVE gone to the WRONG people to vent??? 

 
5) If we were obedient to these four steps, how would this change our 
relationships? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Matthew  

Chapter 18:21-35 
 

Lk. 17:4-10 
 
Exegesis 
 

Who: Jesus and Peter 
 
What: continued conversation on forgiveness in the form of a parable about 

Christ the King Messiah (King of kings and Lord of lords) and His servants 
illustrating the principle that we should forgive others because God forgives us 
 

When:  it appears to be the same time frame as with the disciples, as Luke 
records similar conversation with all of them 
 

Where:  Capernaum 
 
 

Historical Background: 
 
18:21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times shall I 

forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?"  

18:22   Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.  

 
Historical background:  OT taught that three times was standard, four exceptional 
to offer forgiveness 

Amos 2:6   This is what the Lord says: "For three sins of Israel, even for four, I 
will not turn back my wrath. They sell the righteous for silver, and the needy for a 
pair of sandals.  

Job 33:28 -30 He redeemed my soul from going down to the pit, and I will live to 
enjoy the light.' God does all these things to a man-- twice, even three times--  

to turn back his soul from the pit, that the light of life may shine on him. 



From their own laws: “Again, ``he that says I have sinned, and I repent, they 
forgive him "unto three times", and no more F5.” 

18:23 "Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle 
accounts with his servants.  

18:24   As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand talents 
was brought to him 

 
The King wanted to settle accounts – the day of judgment 
Servant’s debt equivalent to 60 million days wages - impossible to repay.   Every 

sin of man in thought, word, and deed becomes a debt that is impossible to 
repay. 

18:25   Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and 
his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt.  
 

Jewish practice allowed for a man’s debt can be paid by the selling of 
himself or his family. 
 

Lev. 25:47  
"'If an alien or a temporary resident among you becomes rich and one of your 

countrymen becomes poor and sells himself to the alien living among you or to 

a member of the alien's clan,  

 

Neh. 5:5  

Although we are of the same flesh and blood as our countrymen and though 

our sons are as good as theirs, yet we have to subject our sons and daughters to 

slavery. Some of our daughters have already been enslaved, but we are 

powerless, because our fields and our vineyards belong to others."  

 

18:26   "The servant fell on his knees before him. 'Be patient with me,' he 
begged, 'and I will pay back everything.'  
 

However, if a man’s debt was equal to 60 million days wages, then it was clearly 
impossible to repay by selling himself and his family.  If a man sold himself, his 
wife, and six children, and each worked for fifty years, they would have only 

repaid 146,000 days wages.   This was a debt that man could not repay.   Unable 
to pay the debt, yet promising to work hard enough to do it.   

18:27 The servant's master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go.  
 
The Lord was moved with compassion, had pity, and cancelled his debt.  At what 

great price to Himself!!!!   That is real love, because in the end, it was the King 
who paid the debt through great pain and suffering – that is the God that we 
serve!!! 

18:28 “But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who 
owed him a hundred denarii. He grabbed him and began to choke him. 'Pay back 

http://bible.crosswalk.com/Commentaries/GillsExpositionoftheBible/gil.cgi?book=mt&chapter=18&verse=21#e#e


what you owe me!' he demanded.  
 

18:29   "His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, 'Be patient with me, 
and I will pay you back.'  

Same request that he had made the King 

18:30   "But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison 

until he could pay the debt.  
Having received such mercy, the servant went out and was merciless to the next 
sinner (harsh judgment for other believers, forgetting the measure of sin that has 

been forgiven) 
 
``(qynxh) , he that throttle anyone (who is indebted to him) in the streets, and his 

friend comes up and says, let him go, and I will pay thee, he is free''  
This man insisted on payment of the whole debt; which expresses the harshness 
and severity used by some believers to their fellow Christians; who, having 

offended them, in ever so small a matter, will not put up with the affront, nor 
forgive the injury, without having the amplest satisfaction, and avenging 
themselves upon them to the uttermost.   They fly at the offense with anger at 

being offended. 

18:31   When the other servants saw what had happened, they were greatly 

distressed and went and told their master everything that had happened.  

18:32 “Then the master called the servant in. 'You wicked servant,' he said, 'I 

canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to.  
 
Munster's Hebrew Gospel reads, "thou servant of Belial"; thou cruel and hard-

hearted man to thy fellow servant, and ungrateful creature to me, on whom my 
goodness to thee has not made any impression, nor taken any effect: 

18:33   Shouldn't you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on 
you?'  

18:34   In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he 
should pay back all he owed.  

18:35   "This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive 
your brother from your heart."  
With debt unpaid, in eternal punishment with no way to pay the debt back, 

because there was no forgiveness 

 

 

Hermeneutics: 
 
1) What does sin do to us?   It overtakes us, makes us beggars, devoid of 
all God would give us, deserving of eternal punishment 

 

Ps. 40:12 For troubles without number surround me; my sins have overtaken me, 
and I cannot see. They are more than the hairs of my head, and my heart fails 



within me.  

 
 
2) What has forgiveness done for us? 

 

Ps. 103:11-12 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his 
love for those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has he 

removed our transgressions from us. 

 

 
3) What should our attitude be in forgiving others? 
 

Matt. 6:12 -15  
  
Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.' For if you forgive 
men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive 
you. But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive 

your sins. 

 

 

Lk. 7:41 -43 
 

"Two men owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five 
hundred denarii, and the other fifty. Neither of them had the money to pay 
him back, so he canceled the debts of both. Now which of them will love 

him more?" Simon replied, "I suppose the one who had the bigger debt 
canceled." "You have judged correctly," Jesus said 

 

Eph 4:32  
 

Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just 
as in Christ God forgave you.  

 
 
Questions for self-examination: 

 
1) What is our attitude towards those who sin against us? 
2) What should our attitude be? 

3) What should we do to change it? 
 

 

 
 
 



 
 

 

MATTHEW  

CHAPTER 19 
Matthew 19: 1-12 

Mk 10: 1-12 

19:1 When Jesus had finished saying these things, he left Galilee and went into 
the region of Judea to the other side of the Jordan.  

19:2 Large crowds followed him, and he healed them there.  

19:3 Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, "Is it lawful for a man 

to divorce his wife for any and every reason?"  

19:4 "Haven't you read," he replied, "that at the beginning the Creator 'made 

them male and female,'  

19:5 and said, 'For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be 

united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh'?  

19:6 So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore, what God has joined 

together, let man not separate."  

19:7 "Why then," they asked, "did Moses command that a man give his wife a 

certificate of divorce and send her away?"  

19:8 Jesus replied, "Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your 

hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the beginning.  

19:9 I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital 

unfaithfulness, and marries another woman commits adultery."  

19:10 The disciples said to him, "If this is the situation between a husband and 

wife, it is better not to marry."  

19:11 Jesus replied, "Not everyone can accept this word, but only those to whom 

it has been given.  

19:12 For some are eunuchs because they were born that way; others were 

made that way by men; and others have renounced marriage because of the 
kingdom of heaven. The one who can accept this should accept it."  



Exegesis: 

Who: Christ, the disciples, the Pharisees, the crowd of followers? 

What: Pharisees attempting to create a snare for Christ on the subject of divorce 

When: Christ departed from Capernaum to continue the final journey towards 
Jerusalem.  This is the last time he would be in Capernaum, which he considered 

home. 

Where: Judea is about a hundred miles south of Capernaum, and is the region 
that Jerusalem is located in. 

 

Historical background:  

The Jews had formed their social laws regarding divorce around Moses’ granting 

of divorce via a written document.  It is obvious from Deut. 24:1 that divorce had 
become quite prevalent in the Jewish community. 

Lev. 21:7 – already mention of divorce – This is God referring to whom a Levitical 

priest can marry 7 "'They must not marry women defiled by prostitution or 

divorced from their husbands, because priests are holy to their God. 

Old Testament – Hebrew word 

Original Word Word Origin 

xlX a primitive root 

Transliterated Word TDNT Entry 

Shalach TWOT – 2394 

Phonetic Spelling Parts of Speech 

shaw-lakh'     Verb  
 

 Definition 

1. to send, send away, let go, stretch out, dismiss  

 

New Testament Greek: apostasion  

1. divorce, repudiation  
2. a bill of divorce  

Mt.: 19:9 Greek: apoluo 

     1. to set free/let go 
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     2. used of divorce 
 

Also used in other contexts, MT. 18:27 – freeing a slave of debt 

Deuteronomy 24:1-4 

 1"When a man takes a wife and marries her, and it happens that she finds no 
favor in his eyes because he has found some (A)indecency in her, and (B)he writes 

her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out from his 
house, 2and she leaves his house and goes and becomes another man's wife,  

 3and if the latter husband turns against her and writes her a certificate of divorce 

and puts it in her hand and sends her out of his house, or if the latter husband 
dies who took her to be his wife,  

 4then her (C)former husband who sent her away is not allowed to take her again 

to be his wife, since she has been defiled; for that is an abomination before the 
LORD, and you shall not bring sin on the land which the LORD your God gives 
you as an inheritance.  

Deuteronomy 24:1-4 - the Law of Divorce 

Verses 1-4 This is that permission which the Pharisees erroneously referred to as 
a precept, Mt. 19:7, Moses commanded to give a writing of divorcement. It 

was not so; our Saviour told them that he only suffered it because of the 
hardness of their hearts, lest, if they had not had liberty to divorce their wives, 
they should have ruled them with rigour, and it may be, have been the death of 

them. It is probable that divorces were in use before (they are taken for granted, 
Lev. 21:14), and Moses thought it needful here to give some rules concerning 
them. 1. That a man might not divorce his wife unless he found some 

uncleanness in her, v. 1. It was not sufficient to say that he did not like her, or 
that he liked another better, but he must show cause for his dislike; something 
that made her disagreeable and unpleasant to him, though it might not make her 

so to another. This uncleanness must mean something less than adultery; for, for 
that, she was to die; and less than the suspicion of it, for in that case he might 
give her the waters of jealousy; but it means either a light carriage, or a cross 

froward disposition, or some loathsome sore or disease; nay, some of the Jewish 
writers suppose that an offensive breath might be a just ground for divorce. 
Whatever is meant by it, doubtless it was something considerable; so that their 

modern doctors erred who allowed divorce for every cause, though ever so trivial, 
Mt. 19:3. 2. That it must be done, not by word of mouth, for that might be spoken 
hastily, but by writing, and that put in due form, and solemnly declared, before 

witnesses, to be his own act and deed, which was a work of time, and left room 
for consideration, that it might not be done rashly. 3. That the husband must give 
it into the hand of his wife, and send her away, which some think obliged him to 
endow her and make provision for her, according to her quality and such as 
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might help to marry her again; and good reason he should do this, since the 
cause of quarrel was not her fault, but her infelicity. 4. That being divorced it was 

lawful for her to marry another husband, v. 2. The divorce had dissolved the bond 
of marriage as effectually as death could dissolve it; so that she was as free to 
marry again as if her first husband had been naturally dead. 5. That if her second 

husband died, or divorced her, then still she might marry a third, but her first 
husband should never take her again (v. 3, 4), which he might have done if she 
had not married another; for by that act of her own she had perfectly renounced 

him forever, and, as to him was looked upon as defiled, though not as to another 
person. The Jewish writers say that this was to prevent a most vile and wicked 
practice which the Egyptians had of changing wives; or perhaps it was intended 

to prevent men’s rashness in putting away their wives; for the wife that was 
divorced would be apt, in revenge, to marry another immediately, and perhaps 
the husband that divorced her, how much soever he though to better himself by 

another choice, would find the next worse, and something in her more 
disagreeable, so that he would wish for his first wife again. "No’’ (says this law) 
"you shall not have her; you should have kept her when you had her.’’ Note, it is 

best to be content with such things as we have, since changes made by 
discontent often prove for the worse. The uneasiness we know is commonly 
better, though we are apt to think it worse, than that which we do not know. By 

the strictness of this law God illustrates the riches of his grace in his willingness 
to be reconciled to his people that had gone a whoring from him. Jer. 3:1, Thou 
hast played the harlot with many lovers, yet return again to me. For his 

thoughts and ways are above ours. 

Jer. 3:8-11 – God divorces Israel for unfaithfulness… I gave faithless Israel 
her certificate of divorce and sent her away because of all her adulteries. 
Yet I saw that her unfaithful sister Judah had no fear; she also went out and 

committed adultery. 9 Because Israel's immorality mattered so little to her, she 
defiled the land and committed adultery with stone and wood. 10 In spite of all 
this, her unfaithful sister Judah did not return to me with all her heart, but only in 

pretense," declares the Lord. 11 The Lord said to me, "Faithless Israel is more 
righteous than unfaithful Judah. 

Mal. 2:14-16 You ask, "Why?" It is because the Lord is acting as the witness 

between you and the wife of your youth, because you have broken faith with her, 
though she is your partner, the wife of your marriage covenant. 15 Has not the 
Lord made them one? In flesh and spirit, they are his. And why one? Because he 

was seeking godly offspring. So, guard yourself in your spirit, and do not break 
faith with the wife of your youth. 16 "I hate divorce," says the Lord God of 
Israel, "and I hate a man's covering himself with violence as well as with his 

garment," says the Lord Almighty. So, guard yourself in your spirit, and do 
not break faith. 



Current Jewish leadership could not agree on the meaning of “uncleanness” that 
allows a man to divorce his wife.   The Pharisees were seeking to trap Jesus – 

John the Baptist’s answer to this question ultimately caused his death.   

The school of Hillel allowed for divorce for trivial reasons, and the school of 
Shammas said that divorce was not acceptable except for uncleanness…; but 

the latter allowed putting away for very trifling things; as if she spoiled her 
husband's food by over roasting, or over salting it; and, as one of the doctors say, 
if he found another woman that was more beautiful than her; (See Gill on 

Matthew 5:32). This question being now agitated in the schools, they artfully put 
to Christ; not for information, but with a view to reproach him in some way or 
other; and that he might incur the resentment of one party or another, as he 

should answer. They might argue thus with themselves, and hope to succeed in 
this manner; should he be on the side of the school of Shammai, which was the 
weakest side, and less popular, as they had reason to believe he would, he 

would then expose himself to the resentment of the school of Hillel, and all on 
that side the question; should he take the part of Hillel, he would make the school 
of Shammai his enemies; should he forbid putting away of wives, which Moses 

allowed, they would then traduce him as contrary to Moses, and his law, which 
could not fail of setting the people against him; and should he consent to it, they 
would charge him with contradicting himself, or with inconstancy in his doctrine, 
since he had before asserted the unlawfulness of it, but in case of adultery; and 

should he abide by this, they might hope to irritate the men against him, who 
would think their liberty granted by Moses was entrenched on; as, on the other 
hand, should he, according to the question, admit of putting away for every 

cause, the women would be provoked at him, who would be left to the uncertain 
humour and caprice of their husbands; so that either way they hoped to get an 
advantage of him. 

 

Matthew 5:31, 32 

31"It was said, '(C)WHOEVER SENDS HIS WIFE AWAY, LET HIM GIVE HER A 
CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE';  

 32(D)but I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except for the reason 
of unchastity, makes her commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced 
woman commits adultery.  

Christ does not infringe, or revoke the original grant, or permission of divorce; 
only frees it from the false interpretations, and I’ll use, the Pharisees made of it; 
and restores the ancient sense of it, in which only it was to be understood: for a 

divorce was allowable in no case, except for the cause of fornication; which 
must not be taken strictly for what is called fornication, but as including adultery, 
incest, or any unlawful copulation; 
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1 Corinthians 7:10-16  
10 To the married I give this command (not I, but the Lord): A wife must 

not separate from her husband. 11 But if she does, she must remain 
unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband. And a husband must not 
divorce his wife. 12 To the rest I say this (I, not the Lord): If any 

brother has a wife who is not a believer and she is willing to live with 
him, he must not divorce her. 13 And if a woman has a husband who is 
not a believer and he is willing to live with her, she must not divorce him. 

14 For the unbelieving husband has been sanctified through his wife, and 
the unbelieving wife has been sanctified through her believing husband. 
Otherwise, your children would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy. 

15 But if the unbeliever leaves, let him do so. A believing man or woman is 
not bound in such circumstances; God has called us to live in peace. 
16 How do you know, wife, whether you will save your husband? Or, how 

do you know, husband, whether you will save your wife?  
 

7:27 Are you married? Do not seek a divorce. Are you unmarried? Do not look for 

a wife.  
 

 

Is not under bondage (ou dedoulwtai). Perfect passive indicative of doulow, to 
enslave, has been enslaved, does not remain a slave. The believing husband or 
wife is not at liberty to separate, unless the disbeliever or pagan insists on it.  

Willful desertion of the unbeliever sets the other free, a case not contemplated in 
Christ's words in Matthew 5:32; Matthew 19:9. Luther argued that the Christian 
partner, thus released, may marry again.  But God hath called us in peace (en 

de eirhnh keklhken hmaß or umaß). Perfect active indicative of kalew, 
permanent call in the sphere or atmosphere of peace. He does not desire 
enslavement in the marriage relation between the believer and the unbeliever.; 

There is no problem at all unless the unbeliever makes it. If it is a hopeless case, 
acquiescence is the only wise solution. But surely the believer ought to be sure 
that there is no hope before he agrees to break the bond. 

 
Culture/Background –  
 

Approx. 20 years later Paul wrote this to the Corinthian church, a Gentile 
population whose culture had a reputation for unwholesome living and loose 
sexual practices.  Additionally, within the Christian church there was a trend of 

marriage annulments, as believers said that they were not married in God’s sight 
because their spouse was an unbeliever.  Paul also has his eye to the wave of 
persecution that was about to beset the church, and the difficulties it would bring 

 
 

Hermeneutics: 
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1) Capture the original heart of God, not just the loophole in the law.  The true 
law of God will always be consistent with His character.  Marriage, not divorce, 

reflects a relationship of love and forgiveness. 
 
2) The Jews had taken the Law of God on many teachings and twisted it to fit 

their lifestyle, instead of conforming their lifestyle to God’s Law 
 
3) Our culture today – divorce rates are almost as high within the Church as 

without.  In that sense, we can relate to Israel’s condition.   It is a part of our 
culture, but Christ wants us to reflect His values. 
 

4) Christ refers to adultery of the heart in  
 

Matthew 5:27-32  
27 "You have heard that it was said, 'Do not commit adultery.' 28 But I 
tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed 

adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge 
it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body 
than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30 And if your right hand 

causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose 
one part of your body than for your whole body to go into hell 

 

What is adultery of the heart?  Remember that God divorced Israel for adultery… 
In what ways do we transfer our loyalties away from God to other people/things? 
 

5) What do we do now? 
 

Forgiveness for failure:1 Jn. 1:9 – 10 
 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify 
us from all unrighteousness.  

If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word 
has no place in our lives. 

 

Christ Is Our Advocate 1 Jn. 2:1-2  
 

My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody 

does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense--Jesus 
Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not 
only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. 

Forgiveness specifically for adultery 

1 Corinthians 6:9-11 (New American Standard Bible) 

New American Standard Bible (NASB)  
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 9Or (A)do you not know that the unrighteous will not (B)inherit the kingdom of 
God? (C)Do not be deceived; (D)neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, 

nor [a]effeminate, nor homosexuals,  

 10nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will 
(E)inherit the kingdom of God.  

 11(F)Such were some of you; but you were (G)washed, but you were (H)sanctified, 

but you were (I)justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of 
our God.  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Matthew  

Chapter 19:13-30 
Mk 10:17-30 
Lk 10:25-27,18:25-30, Lk. 22:28-30 
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19:13 Then little children were brought to Jesus for him to place his hands on 
them and pray for them. But the disciples rebuked those who brought them.  

19:14 Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for 
the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these."  

19:15 When he had placed his hands on them, he went on from there.  

19:16 Now a man came up to Jesus and asked, "Teacher, what good thing must 
I do to get eternal life?"  

19:17 "Why do you ask me about what is good?" Jesus replied. "There is only 
One who is good. If you want to enter life, obey the commandments."  

19:18 "Which ones?" the man inquired. Jesus replied, "'Do not murder, do not 
commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony,  

19:19 honor your father and mother,' and 'love your neighbor as yourself.'"  

19:20 "All these I have kept," the young man said. "What do I still lack?"  

19:21 Jesus answered, "If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and 
give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me."  

19:22 When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he had great 
wealth.  

19:23 Then Jesus said to his disciples, "I tell you the truth, it is hard for a rich 
man to enter the kingdom of heaven.  

19:24 Again I tell you; it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle 
than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God."  

19:25 When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished and asked, 
"Who then can be saved?"  

19:26 Jesus looked at them and said, "With man this is impossible, but with God 
all things are possible."  

19:27 Peter answered him, "We have left everything to follow you! What then will 
there be for us?"  

19:28 Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, at the renewal of all things, when 
the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit 

on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.  

19:29 And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or 

mother or children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred times as much and 
will inherit eternal life.  

19:30 But many who are first will be last, and many who are last will be first.  

New International Version 

 
 

 

Exegesis: 
 
Who: Jesus, the disciples, little children, rich young ruler? 
 

http://bible.crosswalk.com/Information/NewInternationalVersion.html


What: An illustration of the impossibility of being saved through works, man’s 
priorities vs. God’s priorities, and a call to discipleship 

 
When: on the last journey to Jerusalem 
 

Where: Judea outside of Jerusalem 
 
 

Historical background: 
 
Prosperity doctrine being preached in Israel – a man’s wealth was the measuring 
stick of his faith as evidenced by God’s blessing.   

 
Gill on the disciples’ surprise regarding wealth: “After the apostles had 
discovered their astonishment at the above expression, about the difficulty of a 

rich man entering into the kingdom of heaven; when they expected that, in a 
short time, all the rich and great men of the nation would espouse the interest of 
the Messiah, and acknowledge him as a temporal king, and add to the grandeur 

of his state and kingdom” 
 

Camel and needle allegory: “when the Jews would express anything that was 

rare and unusual, difficult and impossible, they used a like saying with this. So, 
speaking of showing persons the interpretation of their dreams F7;  

``Says Rabba, you know they do not show to a man a golden palm tree i.e., the 
interpretation of a dream about one, which, as the gloss says, is a thing he is not 

used to see, and of which he never thought, (ajxmd apwqb lyyed) (alyp alw), "nor 
an elephant going through the eye of a needle".''  
 

 
Israel, as expressed by the rich young ruler, was under the old law of works - 
new covenant will change the law to one of grace, not works. Rom. 3:21-29 – 

saved by grace.   Rich young ruler would have had to be a fairly remarkable 
young man – Jesus loved him… young man had already accomplished a great 
deal and was genuinely concerned about being moral and keeping the Law.   He 

had attached himself to outward religion however, from the school of the 
Pharisees as he believed in eternal life. If he loved the Lord with his heart, soul, 
mind, and strength (Lk. 10:25-27), he could have given his possessions to the 

poor and followed Christ gladly 
 
Gill on the rich young ruler states that genuine faith is not just the absence of evil 

or being good enough- “Wanting nothing, completely righteous, according to the 
tenor of the covenant of works, having no evil, concupiscence, or worldly lusts: 
our Lord signifies it was not enough to be possessed of negative holiness, and do 

no hurt to his neighbour, to his person, property, and estate”      

http://bible.crosswalk.com/Commentaries/GillsExpositionoftheBible/gil.cgi?book=mt&chapter=019&verse=24#g#g


 
 

Hermeneutics: 
 

1) Are we living under the law or grace? 
 
 2) Value system of the last shall be first – is it this world or is it Christ?   What 

changes our minds about what we value?   It is NOT reward, as evidenced by the 
rich young ruler and the disciples, as they would not be rewarded in this life.  It is 
FAITH and LOVE – Who is Christ and why do we love Him?    Is our value 

system biblical? 
 

1 Timothy 6     Read This Chapter 

6:17 Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to 
put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who 
richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 

 
 
3) Discipleship – Faith and love move us to change, to discard this world’s value 

system, and move to discipleship where we are willing to forsake all to follow 
Christ, knowing who He is and believing that there is no better way to live or die. 
 

4) What do we do now?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MATTHEW  

CHAPTER 20 
Matthew 20:20-28 

Mk. 10:35-45 
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Matthew 20:20-28  

20:20 Then the mother of Zebedee's sons came to Jesus with her sons and, 
kneeling down, asked a favor of him.  

20:21 "What is it you want?" he asked. She said, "Grant that one of these two 
sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at your left in your kingdom."  

20:22 "You don't know what you are asking," Jesus said to them. "Can you drink 
the cup I am going to drink?" "We can," they answered.  

20:23 Jesus said to them, "You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit at my 
right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom they 

have been prepared by my Father."  

20:24 When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers.  

20:25 Jesus called them together and said, "You know that the rulers of the 
Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them.  

20:26 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must 
be your servant,  

20:27 and whoever wants to be first must be your slave--  

20:28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give 

his life as a ransom for many."  

 

Exegesis: 
 

Who: Salome, the mother of James & John, sons of Zebedee?  Salome is 
identified by Mt. 27:56, Mk. 15:40.  She was thought to be the sister of Joseph, 
husband of Mary, therefore Christ’s earthly aunt.  She was a follower of Christ, 

but Scripture never speaks of Zebedee following. 
James & John – cousins, John was His favorite disciple, and Peter, James, and 
John the three He allowed to witness the transfiguration  

 
What: Salome and her sons requested places of honor in Christ’s kingdom. In 
Middle Eastern cultures, the center was reserved for highest honor (Christ), and 

in most cultures (Jewish, Egyptian, African), the right side was the second 
highest.  In Persian culture the left side was 2nd, so Salome was asking for the 
second and third positions of power in the kingdom. 

 
When: Directly after Christ pulled his disciples away to inform them about His 
impending suffering, crucifixion, and resurrection on His final journey to 

Jerusalem.   More than likely, they believed this would usher in the rule of 
Christ’s temporal kingdom, so they wanted to insure their positions before hand.  
Christ had previously told the disciples that the twelve disciples would judge the 

twelve tribes of Israel, so they now want to secure the highest positions of honor 
among the twelve as well.  James and John would have had to inform their 



mother of Christ’s words, she must have been among those following Him to 
Jerusalem.    

 
Where: on final journey to Jerusalem in Jericho (approx. 15 mi. outside of 
Jerusalem) 

 
Why: temporal value system still in place – Heavenly kingdom being judged by 
worldly value system.  Still self-focused – heard horrible suffering, crucifixion, 

death, but focused on resurrection because that could be about their gain    
Christ answered the disciples, not the mother, addressing the desire for 
importance and worldly gain in the face of impending persecution.    

 
James and John answered Christ’s question regarding sharing His cup with the 
same ignorance – blinded by human motivation, vain confidence, overestimation 

of their ability.   They would indeed get it, after a time, and James would be slain 
by Herod with a sword, and John would be imprisoned, boiled in oil, and then 
exiled to Patmos.  

 
The other ten disciples are upset with James and John.  Christ must intervene 
and teach them all about servanthood and genuine leadership as a servant 

leader, as He states that He did not come to be served but to serve.  He identifies 
true greatness found not in pursuing personal agendas of position and power, but 
in humble servanthood which springs out of genuine love for others. 

 
Christ corrects their thinking where it has been influenced by the culture.  The 
disciples accepted and coveted the Gentile system of power and authority, as did 

the religious leaders of their day.  They had been oppressed so long by Gentile 
governments that this leadership was the norm.  Perhaps they thought that now it 
was their turn to wield the power.    Christ uses Himself as the example – the 

rightful King of Kings and Lord of Lords, and yet serving the beings that He 
Himself created, and allowing Himself to suffer at their hands in order to grant 
them forgiveness.  He says the disciples must not be like the Gentiles, and thus 

we must not be like the world in our values or leadership roles. 
 
 

 

 Servant: 
Strong's Number:   

1249 

 Mt. 20:26 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to 

become great among you must be your servant, 

Original Word Word Origin 

diakono� probably from an obsolete diako (to run 

on errands, cf (1377)) 

Transliterated Word TDNT Entry 

Diakonos 2:88,152 

Phonetic Spelling Parts of Speech 

http://bible.crosswalk.com/Lexicons/Greek/grk.cgi?number=1377&version=nas
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dee-ak'-on-os     Noun  
 

 Definition 

1. one who executes the commands of another, esp. of a master, a 
servant, attendant, minister  

a. the servant of a king  
b. a deacon, one who, by virtue of the office assigned to him by the 

church, cares for the poor and has charge of and distributes the 

money collected for their use  
c. a waiter, one who serves food and drink  

SERVE:  Strong's 
Number:   1247 

 Mt 20:28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, 
but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." 

Original Word Word Origin 

diakoneo from (1249) 

Transliterated Word TDNT Entry 

Diakoneo 2:81,152 

Phonetic Spelling Parts of Speech 

dee-ak-on-eh'-o     Verb  
 

 Definition 

1. to be a servant, attendant, domestic, to serve, wait upon  
a. to minister to one, render ministering offices to  

1. to be served, ministered unto  

b. to wait at a table and offer food and drink to the guests,  
1. of women preparing food  

c. to minister i.e. supply food and necessities of life  

1. to relieve one's necessities (e.g., by collecting alms), to 
provide take care of, distribute, the things necessary to 
sustain life  

2. to take care of the poor and the sick, who administer the 
office of a deacon  

3. in Christian churches to serve as deacons  

d. to minister  
1. to attend to anything, that may serve another's interests  
2. to minister a thing to one, to serve one or by supplying any 

thing  

 

 
Hermeneutics –  
 

Commonalities with disciples: 
 
1) Worldly mindset & skewed value system–  
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Have we accepted the world’s values and live accordingly? 
 How do we view wealth, position, and power?  Do we covet it and jockey 

for position?  Do we value it to the point of climbing over others regardless of the 
damage done in the process? 
 

2) Ignorant yet proud - 
 Do we overestimate ourselves, our abilities, and our spirituality?  Those 
with the least acquainted with the Cross are most confident of their ability to 

endure hardship. The closer to the Cross we draw, the greater the revelation of 
our human frailties. 
 

How do we change our minds to conform to Truth and then act upon it?  We must 
identify the wrong thinking and align it to think and act like Christ.  Where have 
we gone astray and adopted worldly values? 

 
3) Concepts of servanthood & humility are gone in our culture and often 
from the American Christian. 

 
 We have allowed the corporate model to infiltrate the Church and we plant 
our churches among the most appealing target demographics, expect the pastor 

to perform as a CEO, the worship team to have been entertaining, and we swap 
churches like we are shopping instead of serving.  We have become consumers 
instead of worshippers. 

 
 Servanthood meant slavery – laying down your personal rights to fulfill 
the rights of the Master 

 Humility – serving others who are not Christ, as He served the difficult, 
the unlovely, etc. 
 

4) Concept of suffering- we must be willing to share in the suffering of 
Christ both in death to sin and consequences of having an eternal value 
system in a fallen world.   

 
When we suffer, do we believe it is unjust, ‘How could God allow this to 

happen to me?”  and then forget how He suffered and died for US through no 

wrongdoing of His own? 
 
“The lowest seat in heaven is an abundant recompence for the greatest 

sufferings on earth.” Wm Barclay commentary on Matthew. 
 

2 Timothy 3:10-17 – Paul to Timothy 
 

10 You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, 
faith, patience, love, endurance, 11 persecutions, sufferings—what kinds 
of things happened to me in Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions 

I endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them. 12 In fact, everyone 



who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 
13 while evil men and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and 

being deceived. 14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and 
have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you 
learned it, 15 and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, 

which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ 
Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the man of 

God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.  
 
5) True leadership is rooted in humble service and evidenced in our lives 

through our actions.   We must examine our goals and motives, then adjust 
them to conform to God’s Word. 
  

1 John 3:16-18 
 

3:16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And 
we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.  

3:17 If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no 
pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?  

3:18 Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in 
truth.  

 
 

 
 
 

 

Matthew  

Chapter20: 30-34 

 



20:30   Two blind men were sitting by the roadside, and when they heard that 
Jesus was going by, they shouted, "Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us!"  

20:31   The crowd rebuked them and told them to be quiet, but they shouted all 
the louder, "Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us!"  

20:32   Jesus stopped and called them. "What do you want me to do for you?" he 
asked.  

20:33   "Lord," they answered, "we want our sight."  

20:34   Jesus had compassion on them and touched their eyes. Immediately they 
received their sight and followed him.  

 

Exegesis: 
 
Who: Christ, two blind men, the disciples, and the crowd that was following 
Christ? Mark states that there was one of the blind men was Bartimaeus, son of 

Timaeus  
 
What: blind men recognized and acknowledged Christ as the Messiah (Son of 

David is a Messianic term), not referring to Him as Jesus of Nazareth as was the 
common term, and they did not ask for money as was the custom for the blind.  
They asked for mercy because Christ was the Messiah and could extend mercy.  

They continued to be persistent in calling out to Christ despite opposition.  Their 
faith and persistence gained them access to Christ’s attention, and in His mercy 
brought healing.  

 
When: As they were leaving Jericho on final leg of their journey to Jerusalem 
 

Where: outside of Jericho (15 miles outside of Jerusalem 
 
Why:  This healing is neither accidental nor coincidental.  Nothing about the three 

years of Christ’s earthly ministry was.  Everything that Christ did was with intent 
and purpose to illustrate His message.  What is the message here? 
 

a) Son of David: 2 Sam. 7:12-16 – dynasty fulfilled by Christ – a term for 
the Messiah 

b) Expectation of rule and reign: Eze. 37:21-28  

c) Fulfillment of prophecy: Isa.35: 3-7 
d) Irony – blind men recognize the Messiah and avail themselves of Him, 

while the “seeing” see no need 

 

Hermeneutics: 
 
1) Who would we be in this scenario?  

a) The blind - who recognize that their need is not met by temporal 
provision, but only by what the Savior can offer?   Do we find ourselves trying to 
“fix” our condition with temporal answers?  Are we humbling enough to beseech 



Him and be persistent in the face of opposition?  Do we recognize our need when 
we no lack, or is it in desperation that we turn and humble ourselves (the 

Pharisees had power, prestige, resource and did NOT want Christ to upset their 
apple cart) Do we have spiritual “vision” or temporal vision? 

 

b) The crowd – vacillating dependent upon circumstance and popular 
opinion and social custom – make everything OK, don’t make waves, hush up the 
voice that is the irritant, and then change camps when the “irritant” becomes 

popular?   
 
2) How do we approach Christ in prayer? 

 a) The blind recognized His Lordship 
 b) They believed in His power. 
 c) They were persistent despite opposition 

d) They asked with their faith placed in Christ as the proper object of their 
faith, not in faith in their own faith. 
e) It was their faith IN Christ that granted access to His mercy. 

 
3) Is our faith misplaced or misunderstood? 

a) Do we understand that faith is a gift from God to be exercised, not a 

“work” of our own that we should be proud? 
Eph. 2:8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and 
this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- 9 not by works, so that 

no one can boast. 
 
4) How do we change? 

 Action points – the Four What’s 
 a) What am I doing? 
 b) What should I be doing? 

 c) What does Scripture say? 
 d) How can I most effectively apply this Scripture to my thinking and my 
behavior?   

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 


