
 
 

Matthew  

Chapter 21 
Mk.11:1-10 
Lk. 19:28-40 
John 12:12-19 
 

Matthew 21:1-11 

21:1 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two 
disciples,  

21:2 saying to them, "Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, 
with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me.  

21:3 If anyone says anything to you, tell him that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right 
away."  

21:4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet:  

21:5 "Say to the Daughter of Zion, 'See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a 
colt, the foal of a donkey.'"  

21:6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them.  

21:7 They brought the donkey and the colt, placed their cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on them.  

21:8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and 
spread them on the road.  

21:9 The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, "Hosanna to the Son of 
David!"  

21:10 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, "Who is this?"  

21:11 The crowds answered, "This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee."  

 

Exegesis: 
 
Who: Jesus, disciples and the crowd? 
 
When: First Sabbath of Passover week- called Holy Week by the Jews and that Sunday now called 
Palm Sunday by the Christian church. 
 



Where: Bethphage and Bethany are just east of the Mount of Olives about 2 miles from the gates of 
Jerusalem and considered suburbs 
 
What:  

1. The triumphal entry - Christ is no longer incognito.   He publicly presents Himself to Israel as 
the Messiah and allows the crowds to gather and praise Him. Hosanna means “save now”.  He 
publicly and triumphantly enters the city.   He fulfills Messianic prophecy (Ps. 118:25,26, Isa. 
62:11, Zech. 9:9).  Contrast the humility of a king entering on a borrowed donkey and sitting on 
someone else’s clothes to the splendor of King Solomon’s earthly reign.  Christ’s earthly 
ministry had no earthly comfort or provision, much less splendor. 
 

2. Christ displays His omniscience – tells the disciples where the donkey and colt are as well as 
how the owner will respond and what the disciples’ response should be.   By now the disciples 
know that if Jesus says it, they believe it, even though they might not always understand it.   

 

Hermeneutics: 
 

1. Do we really recognize Christ as Lord?  As omniscient, omnipotent, and omnipresent?   If we 
really grasped that in its entirety, how would our lives be changed?   What can we do to 
deepen our understanding of these concepts?  What can we do to change our behavior and 
conform it to the truth of these concepts? 

 
2. Christ’s earthly ministry was not accompanied by earthly fortunes or what we would deem as 

“success”.  Have we formed wrong concepts of what a “triumphant Christian’s” life should be 
like?  And do we blame God when we do not have earthly “success” because we view it as our 
right?    Is that a true belief?   As Christians, what are we REALLY promised by our Lord? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Matthew 21:12-22 
Mark 11:11-26 
Luke 19: 45-47 
John 2: 13-22 (first cleansing) 
 

 

21:12    Jesus entered the temple area and drove out all who were buying and selling there. He 
overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of those selling doves.  

21:13   "It is written," he said to them, "'My house will be called a house of prayer,' but you are making 
it a 'den of robbers.'"  

21:14   The blind and the lame came to him at the temple, and he healed them.  

21:15   But when the chief priests and the teachers of the law saw the wonderful things he did and 
the children shouting in the temple area, "Hosanna to the Son of David," they were indignant.  

 
21:16   "Do you hear what these children are saying?" they asked him. "Yes," replied Jesus, "have 
you never read, "'From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise'?"  

21:17 And he left them and went out of the city to Bethany, where he spent the night.  

21:18   Early in the morning, as he was on his way back to the city, he was hungry.  

21:19   Seeing a fig tree by the road, he went up to it but found nothing on it except leaves. Then he 
said to it, "May you never bear fruit again!" Immediately the tree withered.  

21:20   When the disciples saw this, they were amazed. "How did the fig tree wither so quickly?" they 



Exegesis:  
 
Who: Christ, the disciples, the scribes and Pharisees, the money changers, the crowd including 
children, 
 
What: The Temple is cleansed, the blind and the deaf are healed, people/children are praising Him 
as the Messiah, the scribes and Pharisees are angered.   The fig tree yields no fruit to a hungry 
Christ, it is cursed, withers, and dies in a day. 
 
When: Day One/Day Two of Passover week, the final week of Christ’s life 
 
Where: Jerusalem, Bethany 
 

Historical Background:  
 
Christ did not enter Jerusalem as King and go to the palace of King David as an earthly king would 
have.  He went to the Temple which He had given specific instruction regarding its construction, and 
where His Holy Presence dwelt in the Holy of Holies.  He enters as Lord God, King of Israel and 
assumes His rightful role in cleansing the Temple: 
 
Jer.  7:11 Has this house, which bears my Name, become a den of robbers to you? But I have been 
watching! declares the Lord.  
 
Money changers and animals for sale – the Law of Moses in Lev. 1:3, Deut. 17:1 required 
unblemished animals as atonement for sin and that every male over 19 years of age pay a temple 
tax.  Tax collectors, animal inspectors, money changers (no foreign coins allowed – Roman coins had 
imprint of Caesar whom they worshipped as a god and Jews viewed as idol worship).   High prices 
were charged for all of these services. This area would have to have been the Court of the Gentiles 
as the Gentiles were not allowed anywhere else in the Temple. 

The scribes and Pharisees would have been very unhappy at the “ruckus”, the ruining of their 
marketing, and particularly the children who, no doubt encouraged by their parents, are praising 
loudly in recognition of Christ as the Messiah. “The Jews themselves seem to be conscious, that 
these words relate to the Messiah; for they say F12, that ``babes and suckling’s, (apqwt Nybhy) , shall 
give strength to the king Messiah''  manifestly referring to this passage.  They were intimating that 
Christ should control the crowd and not allow the children to praise Him.  Christ quotes Ps. 8:2 – 
“From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise because of your enemies, to 
silence the foe and the avenger.  

Christ left the city and went to Bethany most likely to prevent an early imprisonment.  He slept either 
in the house of Lazarus, and his two sisters, or in that of Simon the leper, and then returned to 
Jerusalem, about two miles, the next morning.  It is on the return that the fig tree is cursed.   Rising 
early is rendered “first light” in the Greek, and rising so early before his friends were up, he had eaten 
nothing that morning, and so before he had got far from Bethany, found himself hungry; which proves 
the truth of his human nature, which was in all respects like to ours, excepting sin. 

asked.  

21:21 Jesus replied, "I tell you the truth, if you have faith and do not doubt, not only can you do what 
was done to the fig tree, but also you can say to this mountain, 'Go, throw yourself into the sea,' and it 
will be done.  

21:22    If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer."  
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This tree was an emblem of the Jews:  

Christ being hungry, and very desirous of the salvation of men, came first to them, from whom, on 
account of their large profession of religion, and great pretensions to holiness, and the many 
advantages they enjoyed, humanly speaking, much fruit of righteousness might have been expected; 
but, alas! he found nothing but mere words, empty boasts, an outward show of religion, an external 
profession, and a bare performance of trifling ceremonies, and oral traditions; wherefore Christ 
rejected them, and in a little time after, the kingdom of God, the Gospel, was taken away from them, 
and their temple, city, and nation, entirely destroyed. 

Mark tells us that the timing of the disciples seeing the withered fig tree was the morning of the next 
day as they were returning to Jerusalem from Bethany again. The tree was a reminder of the 
sovereignty of Christ to absolutely govern His creation.  The disciples’ questioning was answered with 
Christ’s teaching on faith and answered prayer.  Mark stipulates that Christ said faith “in God” – not 
faith in miracles, and there is a qualifier of not doubting for the prayer to be answered. 

 

Hermeneutics: 
 
1) Do we recognize Christ as Lord and worship Him as is His due? 
2) The disciples were continuously amazed as His miracles – are we continuously amazed at His 
sovereignty? 
3) Answered prayer requires faith without doubt.  How do we have faith without doubt so that our 
prayers will be answered as Christ promises? 
 a) Faith placed in Christ, not in faith itself 
 b) Understanding of WHO Christ is 

c) Determination to believe Christ despite external circumstance – a large mountain traveling 
several   miles to the sea was truly “despite what circumstance look like”!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Matthew Chapter 

21:23 – 46 
Mark 11: 27-33,12: 1-12 
Luke 20: 1-19 
 
  
21: 23 Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests and the elders 
of the people came to him. "By what authority are you doing these things?" they asked. "And who 
gave you this authority?"  

21:24 Jesus replied, "I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will tell you by what 
authority I am doing these things.  

21:25 John's baptism--where did it come from? Was it from heaven, or from men?" They discussed it 
among themselves and said, "If we say, 'From heaven,' he will ask, 'Then why didn't you believe him?'  

21:26 But if we say, 'From men'--we are afraid of the people, for they all hold that John was a 
prophet."  

21:27 So they answered Jesus, "We don't know." Then he said, "Neither will I tell you by what 
authority I am doing these things.  

21:28 "What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, 'Son, 
go and work today in the vineyard.'  

21:29 "'I will not,' he answered, but later he changed his mind and went.  

21:30 "Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, 'I will, sir,' but he 
did not go.  

21:31 "Which of the two did what his father wanted?" "The first," they answered. Jesus said to them, 
"I tell you the truth, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of 
you.  

21:32 For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but 
the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe 
him.  

21:33 "Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He put a wall 
around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers 
and went away on a journey.  

21:34 When the harvest time approached, he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his fruit.  

21:35 "The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned a third.  

21:36 Then he sent other servants to them, more than the first time, and the tenants treated them the 
same way.  

21:37 Last of all, he sent his son to them. 'They will respect my son,' he said.  

21:38 "But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, 'This is the heir. Come, let's kill him 
and take his inheritance.'  

21:39 So they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.  



21:40 "Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?"  

21:41 "He will bring those wretches to a wretched end," they replied, "and he will rent the vineyard to 
other tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at harvest time."  

21:42 Jesus said to them, "Have you never read in the Scriptures: "'The stone the builders rejected 
has become the capstone; the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes'?  

21:43 "Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people 
who will produce its fruit.  

21:44 He who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, but he on whom it falls will be crushed."  

21:45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus' parables, they knew he was talking 
about them.  

21:46 They looked for a way to arrest him, but they were afraid of the crowd because the people held 
that he was a prophet.  

 
Who: Christ, the disciples, the chief priests and elders of the people, the crowd? 
 
What: a confrontation with the chief priests and elders of the people (appointed by the people as lay 
elders) with the intention of trapping Christ 
 
When:  On the same morning that Christ had conversed with his apostles by the way from Bethany to 
Jerusalem, concerning the strength of faith in prayer he went into Jerusalem, and to the temple, and 
entered into his intentional work of preaching to the people, 
 
Where: Jerusalem 
 

Historical background: 
 
The thought process behind trapping him was fixed in their customs and priestly authority which they 
saw Christ as usurping: Gill: “They do not object to his doctrines, or dispute whether they were true or 
false; nor examine his miracles, whether they were of God, or of the devil: in these points they might 
fear he would be able to put them to silence and confusion, of which some of them had had an 
experience before; but they proceed in another way, in which they might hope for success, and attack 
him about his commission and authority under which he acted, whether he pretended to derive his 
authority from God, or from men: by this they designed to ensnare him and hoped they should gain 
their point, let him answer in what form he would. Should he say that God gave him the authority to 
do these things, they would charge him with enthusiasm and blasphemy, urging, that it was 
wickedness and presumption any man to pretend to be sent immediately from God; since the order of 
the priesthood, and of teaching was fixed, and none were to take upon them the office of a priest, or 
of a teacher of the people, but by their appointment; or none were called and sent, but through them, 
or by their means: and if he should say, that he had his authority from men, they would confront him, 
and absolutely deny that he had any from them, who only had the power of giving men an authority of 
preaching in the temple; wherefore he must be an usurper of this office, and a turbulent, seditious 
person, that sought to destroy all order, civil and ecclesiastical.” 
 
Doctrine of John:   
 
Gill – “By the baptism of John, is meant the ordinance of water baptism, which was first administered 
by him; from whence he took the name of John the Baptist: and the doctrine which he preached 
concerning it, and previous to it, and even the whole of his ministry; which is denominated from a 
principal part of it, and which greatly distinguished his ministry from all others: and the question put by 
Christ concerning it is, whence it was? by what authority did John administer the ordinance of water 



baptism, which had never been administered before by any? who sent him to preach the baptism of 
repentance for the remission of sins, a doctrine the world had never heard of before? who gave him a 
commission to discharge the several parts of his ministry, which he performed in such a wonderful 
and powerful manner? did he receive his authority 
 

Christ turns the tables with the question because most of the people believed that John was a 
prophet, and John endorsed Christ as the Messiah.  Gill – “They saw plainly, that if they owned the 
divine authority of John's baptism and ministry, they must allow Jesus to be the true Messiah, John 
bore witness to; and consequently, that it was by a divine authority he did what he did; and then there 
was an end of the question, and is the very thing that Christ had in view. “  

Christ did not recognize any Pharisaical authority over Himself, another inference to His divine nature. 

The first parable – God is the Father, the two sons two types of Jews – the proud hardhearted 
Pharisee and the humble repentant sinner 

Second parable – landowner is God, the vinedresser is God Himself (John 15:1-2), servants the 
prophets, and the heir is Christ, first tenants the Jews, second tenants the Gentiles  

Mt. 21:42 quotes Ps.118:22,23 

The Kingdom of Heaven taken away:  

Gill: “Gospel may be taken away from a people, as from the Jews, because of their contempt of it, 
and opposition to it, or lukewarmness and indifference about it, or unfruitfulness under it; and when 
God has no more souls to gather in by it in such a place, and which is a very unhappy case, 
whenever it is the case of any people: for when the Gospel is taken away, the riches of a people are 
gone; the glory of a nation is departed; the light of it is put out; the spiritual bread of a people is no 
more; the means of conversion and spiritual knowledge cease: all which have a melancholy aspect 
on posterity 

21:44 falling on the stone and being wounded still provides opportunity for healing and life, the stone 
landing as a result of judgement causes certain death.  In either case, the stone is unmoved and 
unharmed.  

Hermeneutics: 

Chief issue is pride and refusal to repent. When, knowing the Truth, have we hardened our hearts 
and wanted to maintain our own power and position, choosing it over God’s Kingdom?   What do we 
gain?  What do we lose?   If we continue to refuse to repent and harden our hearts, what is the 
result? 

Role conflict: We compartmentalize our lives and are obedient in some areas and disobedient in 
others.  In what areas have we hardened our hearts and refused to repent?  What is the result of 
holding on to this area instead of surrendering it to God? 

 

 



Matthew Chapter 

22:1-14 
22:1 Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying:  

22:2 "The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son.  

22:3 He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they 
refused to come.  

22:4 "Then he sent some more servants and said, 'Tell those who have been invited that I have 
prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. 
Come to the wedding banquet.'  

22:5 "But they paid no attention and went off--one to his field, another to his business.  

22:6 The rest seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them.  

22:7 The king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers and burned their city.  

22:8 "Then he said to his servants, 'The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not deserve 
to come.  

22:9 Go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.'  

22:10 So the servants went out into the streets and gathered all the people they could find, both good 
and bad, and the wedding hall was filled with guests.  

22:11 "But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing 
wedding clothes.  

22:12 'Friend,' he asked, 'how did you get in here without wedding clothes?' The man was 
speechless.  

22:13 "Then the king told the attendants, 'Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the 
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'  

22:14 "For many are invited, but few are chosen."  

Israel was called by God: 

Is 48:12 "Listen to me, O Jacob, Israel, whom I have called: I am he; I am the first and I am the last.  

The Jews were called by the name of God, and called the people of God, and the children of God, 
and were the children of the kingdom; and were called to many valuable and external privileges; and 
had previous notice of the Gospel dispensation by the prophecies concerning Christ, and the 
blessings of his grace under the former dispensation; and by the ordinances and sacrifices of it, which 
in a very significant manner set him forth to that people; and now were called to embrace him, to 
receive his doctrines, and submit to his ordinances, by the ministry of John the Baptist, and the 
disciples of Christ. It seems, it was sometimes customary to give two invitations to a feast, or to send 
a second time to the persons bidden to the feast F9; to which the allusion is here; and they would not 
come: which shows the insolence and ingratitude of men, their natural aversion to the Gospel, and 
the ordinances of it; the depravity of the will of man But they made light of it… 
The invitation. They neglected the ministry of the Gospel; they did not care for it, nor showed any 
regard to it: and this is the ease, when either it is not attended on, though there is an opportunity, yet 
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having no heart to embrace it, and no value for it, neglect attendance on it; and which often arises 
from loving of the world too much. 

The aggravations of their sin, in slighting and neglecting the Gospel and Gospel ordinances, are, that 
this is a grand entertainment, a very expensive provision, as well as a very plentiful one; that it was a 
wedding dinner, a feast of love, they were invited to; that it was prepared by so great a person as a 
king, and who is the King of kings, and the only potentate; who provided this dinner of his own 
sovereign good will and pleasure, in the everlasting council and covenant of grace and peace: for the 
things of which it consists, there was a scheme so early contrived to bring them about; and that this 
was made on the account of the marriage of his Son, the Messiah, who had been so often spoken of 
by the prophets of the Old Testament, these men professed a value for; one so long expected by their 
forefathers, and is the messenger of the covenant, whose coming they themselves desired and 
sought for; and that they should be invited to it again and again, and one set of servants sent after 
another, and the most striking and moving arguments made use of; and yet they slighted and made 
light of all this, and were careless and unconcerned; to which may be added, that the things they 
were invited to, were such as concerned their immortal souls, and the spiritual and eternal welfare of 
them; in short, it was no other than the great salvation, wrought out by the great God, and our 
Saviour, for great sinners, at the expense of his blood and life, which they neglected; 
 
The King was enraged: but now his kingdom came with power, and he appears as the Lion of the 
tribe of Judah; and pours out his wrath to the uttermost upon them, destroys their city and temple, 
and puts an end to their civil and ecclesiastical state, and cuts them off from being a nation; and now 
it was, that he ordered these his enemies, who would not have him to rule over them, brought before 
him, and slain in his presence; and in all this, he showed his kingly power and authority; and by 
removing the scepter from them, and all show of dominion and government, made it fully appear that 
he, the Messiah, was come 
 
Not wearing a wedding garment: not wearing the garment of Christ's righteousness, is their clothing 
of wrought gold, and raiment of needlework, in which they are brought into the king's presence: this, 
like a garment, is without them, and put upon them; and which covers and protects them, and 
beautifies and adorns them; and which may be called a wedding garment 
 
Many are called but few are chosen –called here refers to invited – all Jews were invited, but few 
accepted the invitation, and so were chosen 
 

Strong's Number:   2822  Browse Lexicon  

Original Word Word Origin 

kletoß from the same as (2821) 

Transliterated Word TDNT Entry 

Kletos 3:494,394 

Phonetic Spelling Parts of Speech 

klay-tos'     Adjective  
 

 Definition 

1. called, invited (to a banquet)  
a. invited (by God in the proclamation of the Gospel) to obtain eternal salvation in the 

kingdom through Christ  
b. called to (the discharge of) some office  
c. divinely selected and appointed  

http://bible.crosswalk.com/Lexicons/Greek/browse.cgi?number=2822&version=nas
http://bible.crosswalk.com/Lexicons/Greek/grk.cgi?number=2821&version=nas
http://bible.crosswalk.com/Lexicons/Greek/grk.cgi?number=2822&version=nas#Legend#Legend
http://bible.crosswalk.com/cgi-bin/lexicon.pl?id=2822g


 

Exegesis: 
 
Who: Jesus responding to Pharisees and Chief Priests 
 
What: parable regarding the Jewish fate for the nation’s rejection of Christ 
 
When: same day as the withered fig tree conversation 
 
Where: still in the Temple 
 

Hermeneutics:   :    
 

Jews had all knowledge and all blessing and yet still did not make Christ the priority.  They were too 
busy with their own affairs to come when He called.  Do we do that in our everyday lives? 
 
 



Jews had all knowledge and all blessing and yet still did not make Christ the priority.  They were too 
busy with their own affairs to come when He called.  Do we do that in our everyday lives? 
 
 
that should Christ be ensnared by them, as they hoped he would, into any seditious or treasonable 
expressions against Caesar, these might either accuse him to Herod, or immediately seize him, and 
have him before the Roman governor.  whether is it lawful to give tribute unto Caesar, or not?  

 

Matthew  

Chapter22:15-33 
Mk. 12:13-27 
Lk. 20: 20-40 
 

22:15 Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words.  

22:16 They sent their disciples to him along with the Herodians. "Teacher," they said, "we know you 
are a man of integrity and that you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. You aren't 
swayed by men, because you pay no attention to who they are.  

22:17 Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or not?"  

22:18 But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, "You hypocrites, why are you trying to trap me?  

22:19 Show me the coin used for paying the tax." They brought him a denarius,  

22:20 and he asked them, "Whose portrait is this? And whose inscription?"  

22:21 "Caesar's," they replied. Then he said to them, "Give to Caesar what is Caesar's, and to God 
what is God's."  

22:22 When they heard this, they were amazed. So, they left him and went away.  

22:23 That same day the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to him with a question.  

22:24 "Teacher," they said, "Moses told us that if a man dies without having children, his brother must 
marry the widow and have children for him.  

22:25 Now there were seven brothers among us. The first one married and died, and since he had no 
children, he left his wife to his brother.  

22:26 The same thing happened to the second and third brother, right on down to the seventh.  

22:27 Finally, the woman died.  

22:28 Now then, at the resurrection, whose wife will she be of the seven, since all of them were 
married to her?"  

22:29 Jesus replied, "You are in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the power of God.  

22:30 At the resurrection people will neither marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like the 
angels in heaven.  

22:31 But about the resurrection of the dead--have you not read what God said to you,  

22:32 'I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob'? He is not the God of the 
dead but of the living."  

22:33 When the crowds heard this, they were astonished at his teaching.  



Meaning, according to the law of God: this was a question among the Jews: The Herodians were for 
it, the Pharisees were against it, at least secretly; and, indeed, this latter was the general sense of the 
nation, who looked upon themselves to be, or however ought to be, a free people, being the children 
of God   Now by putting this question to Christ, in the presence of different parties, they hoped to get 
an advantage of him either way.    
 
For the penny that was brought to him had an image upon it, the form of a man's head struck on it, 
and round about it an inscription, or writing, showing who it was the image of, and whose money it 
was, and when it was coined: this is enough to show, that this penny was not a Jewish, but a Roman 
one; for the Jews, though they put inscriptions, yet no images on their coin; and much less would they 
put Caesar's thereon ``What is the coin of Jerusalem? The answer is, David and Solomon on one 
side, and Jerusalem the holy city off the other side, i.e., as the gloss observes, David and Solomon 
were "written" on one side, and on the other side were written Jerusalem the holy city.''  
It follows, “and what was the coin of Abraham our father? an old man and an old woman, (Abraham 
and Sarah,) on one side, and a young man and a young woman, (Isaac and Rebekah,) on the other 
side.''  The gloss on it is, ``not that there was on it the form of an old man and an old woman on one 
side, and of a young man and a young woman on the other, for it is forbidden to make the form of a 
man; but so, it was written on one side, an old man and an old woman, and on the other side, a 
young man and a young woman.''  

 

Our Lord tacitly suggests, that they ought to pay tribute to him; since his money was allowed of as 
current among them, which was in effect owning him to be their king; and which perfectly agrees with 
a rule of their own, which runs thus F20:  

``A king whose "coin" is "current" in any country, the inhabitants of that country agree about him, and 
it is their joint opinion, "that he is their Lord, and they are his servants".''  This being the case now with 
the Jews, Christ's advice is, render therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar's, and 
unto God, the things that are God's: 
give Caesar the tribute and custom, and fear, and honour, and obedience, which are due to him; 
which may be done without interfering with the honour of God, and prejudicing his interest and glory, 
when care is taken, that all the worship and obedience due to God are given to him: subjection to civil 
magistrates is not inconsistent with the reverence and fear of God; all are to have their dues rendered 
unto them, without entrenching upon one another. And the Jews themselves allow, that a king ought 
to have his dues, whether he be a king of Israel, or of the Gentiles:  
``a publican, or tax gatherer, (they say F21,) that is appointed by the king, whether a king of Israel, or 
of the Gentiles, and takes what is fixed by the order of the government; it is forbidden to refuse 
payment of the tax to him, for "the right of a king is right".''  Just and equitable, and he ought to have 
his right.  
 

Raising from the dead: 

 
Acts 23     Read This Chapter 

23:8  
(The Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, and that there are neither angels nor spirits, but the 

Pharisees acknowledge them all.)  

 
 
Acts 26:8  
 

Why should any of you consider it incredible that God raises the dead?  
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Exodus 3     Read This Chapter 

3:6  

Then he said, "I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of 

Jacob." At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God 

 

"Thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, and rise up", (Deuteronomy 31:16) 
 
``Says R. Eliezer, with R. Jose F7, I have found the books of the Sadducees to be corrupt; for they say 
that the resurrection of the dead is not to be proved out of the law: I said unto them, you have 
corrupted your law, and ye have not caused anything to come up into your hands, for ye say the 
resurrection of the dead is not to be proved out of the law; lo! he saith, (Numbers 15:31) "That soul 
shall be utterly cut off, his iniquity shall be upon him; he shall be utterly cut off" in this world; "his 
iniquity shall be upon him", is not this said with respect to the world to come?.''  
Hence, in opposition to this notion of the Sadducees, the other Jews say F8, that  
``Though a man confesses and believes that the dead will be raised, yet that it is not intimated in the 
law, he is a heretic; since it is a fundamental point, that the resurrection of the dead is of the law.''  
Hence, they set themselves, with all their might and main, to prove this doctrine from thence, of which 
take the following instances: - 
  
``Says R. Simai, from whence is the resurrection of the dead to be proved out of the law? From 
(Exodus 6:4) as it is said, "I have also established my covenant with them, to give them the land of 
Canaan: to you" it is not said, but "to them"; from hence then, the resurrection of the dead may be 
proved out of the law.''  
The gloss upon it is,  
``the sense is, that the holy blessed God, promised to our fathers Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, that he 
would give to them the land of Israel; and because he gave it to them, has he not given it to their 
children? But we learn from hence, that they shall be raised, and that God will hereafter give them the 
land of Israel.''  
 

Hermeneutics- 
 
What is still true today? 
1) We don’t give to God what belongs to God, but we give to the world freely 
2) We know Scripture and then twist it to meet our personal needs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Matthew 22:34-46 
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Lk. 10:25-37 

Deuteronomy 6:5, Lev.19:18  
 

6:5 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength 

 
Mark expressly calls him a "Scribe": and so, the Arabic version renders the word here; and from 
hence it may be concluded that the lawyers and Scribes were the same sort of persons. This man 

22:34 Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together.  

22:35 One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question:  

22:36 "Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?"  

22:37 Jesus replied: "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind.'  

22:38 This is the first and greatest commandment.  

22:39 And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'  

22:40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments."  

22:41 While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them,  

22:42 "What do you think about the Christ? Whose son, is he?" "The son of David," they replied.  

22:43 He said to them, "How is it then that David, speaking by the Spirit, calls him 'Lord'? For he 
says,  

22:44 "'The Lord said to my Lord: "Sit at my right hand until I put your enemies under your feet.'"  

22:45 If then David calls him 'Lord,' how can he be his son?"  

22:46 No one could say a word in reply, and from that day on no one dared to ask him any more 
questions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



was by sect a Pharisee, and by his office a Scribe; or interpreter of the law, and suitable to his office 
and character, 

Question was about the whole body of the law, moral and ceremonial, delivered by Moses: and not 
whether the ceremonial law was to be preferred to the moral, which they usually did; but what 
particular command there was in the whole law, which was greater than the rest: for as there were 
some commands that were light, and others that were weighty, a distinction often used by them F13, 
and to which Christ alludes in (Matthew 23:23) . It was moved that it might be said which was the 
greatest and weightiest of them all. Some thought the commandment of the sabbath was the 
greatest: hence they say F14, that he that keeps the sabbath is as if he kept the whole law: yea, they 
make the observance of the three meals, or feasts, which, according to the traditions of the elders, 
they were obliged to eat on the sabbath, to be at least one of the greatest of them.  

``These three meals (says one of their writers F15) are a great matter, for it is one, "of the great 
commandments in the law".''  
Which is the very phraseology used in this question. Others give the preference to circumcision, on 
which they bestow the greatest encomiums, and, among the rest F16, say, it drives away the sabbath, 
or that is obliged to give place unto it. Others F17 say of the "phylacteries", that the holiness of them is 
the greatest of all, and the command to be arrayed with them all the day, is more excellent than all 
others; and even of the fringe upon the borders of their garments, others observe F18, that a man that 
is guilty of that command, is guilty of all others, and that single precept is equal to all the rest. In this 
multiplicity of opinions, Christ's is desired on this subject, though with no good intention.  

 

agapao perhaps from agan (much) [or cf (5368)] 

Transliterated Word TDNT Entry 

Agapao 1:21,5 

Phonetic Spelling Parts of Speech 

ag-ap-ah'-o     Verb  
 

 Definition 

1. of persons  
a. to welcome, to entertain, to be fond of, to love dearly  

2. of things  
a. to be well pleased, to be contented at or with a thing  

1 Jn. 4:19   We love because he first loved us.  

This is the first command in order of nature, time, dignity, and causality; God being the first cause of 
all things, infinitely above all creatures, and love to him being the source, spring and cause of love to 
the neighbour; and it is the greatest in its object, nature, manner, and end. That this command, and 
these words our Lord cites, are so full and comprehensive, the Jews themselves cannot deny. A 
noted writer of theirs F24 says,  

``the root of "all the commandments" is, when a man loves God with all his soul, and cleaves 
unto him.' 
 
Love your neighbor -Lev.19:18  
 

"'Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your people, but love your neighbor as 

yourself. I am the Lord.  
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This law supposes, that men should love themselves, or otherwise they cannot love their neighbour; 
not in a sinful way, by indulging themselves in carnal lusts and pleasures; some are lovers of 
pleasures more than lovers of God; but in a natural way, so as to be careful of their bodies, families, 
and estates; and in a spiritual way, so as to be concerned for their souls, and the everlasting 
happiness of them 
 

Rom. 13:8 – 9  
 
Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his 

fellowman has fulfilled the law.  

The commandments, "Do not commit adultery," "Do not murder," "Do not steal," "Do not covet," and 

whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule: "Love your neighbor as 

yourself." 

 
Gal. 5:14 – 
 
The entire law is summed up in a single command: "Love your neighbor as yourself 

Scribes try to trap 

 
Ps 110:1-  
 
“The Lord says to my Lord: "Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet." 

 

Ynda an emphatic form of (0113) 

Transliterated Word TDNT Entry 

'Adonay TWOT - 27b 

Phonetic Spelling Parts of Speech 

ad-o-noy'     Noun Masculine  
 

 Definition 

1. my lord, lord  
a. of men  
b. of God  

2. Lord - title, spoken in place of Yahweh in Jewish display of reverence  

  

 NAS Word Usage - Total: 459 

Lord 456, lord 1, lords 2 

 
``Says R. Joden, in the name of R. Chijah, in time to come the holy blessed God will cause the king 
Messiah to sit at his right hand; as it is said, "the Lord said unto my Lord"… 
 
Jewish history and rabbis acknowledged His deity, but the current climate wanted a temporal 
deliverer, and there was no idea of the Trinity at this point – Christ is challenging whether they believe 
the Messiah is God’s Son or mere man, a descendant of David 
 
The truth of the Old Testament firmly disputed the belief system of the day and so they were silent. 
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Hermeneutics: 
 
Do we dearly love God with our emotions, thoughts, spirit, and great effort?   Do we love ourselves 
this way?  Do we love our neighbor this way?     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Olivet Discourse 

Matthew 24:1-25 
Mk.13: 1-23 

Lk. 21: 5-24 

." the second temple, as repaired by Herod; was undoubtedly a very fine structure. They say F16, that 
he built the house of the sanctuary, "an exceeding beautiful building"; and that he repaired the 
temple, in beauty "greatly exceeding" that of Solomon's F17. They moreover observe F18, that  

``he who has not seen the building of Herod, has never seen, (han Nyynb), "a beautiful building." With 
what is it built? says Rabbah, with stones of green and white marble. 
 
Josephus F19 says, ``forty-five cubits long, five high, and six broad.'' Others of them, as he elsewhere 
affirm F20, ``were twenty- five cubits long, eight high, and twelve broad.'' And he also tells us, in the 
same place, that there were, ``in the porches, four rows of pillars: the thickness of each pillar was as 
much as three men, with their arms stretched out, and joined together, could grasp; the length twenty-
seven feet, and the number of them a hundred and sixty-two, and beautiful to a miracle.''  37’ h x 18’ 
w. 
 
At the size of those stones, and the beauty of the work, it is said F21, Titus was astonished, when he 
destroyed the temple; at which time his soldiers plundered it, and took away "the gifts", with which it is 
also said to be adorned. These were rich and valuable things which were dedicated to it, and either 
laid up in it, or hung upon the walls and pillars of it, as it was usual in other temples F23. These may, 
intend the golden table given by Pompey, and the spoils which Herod dedicated; and particularly the 
golden vine, which was a gift of his F24; besides multitudes of other valuable things, which were 
greatly enriching and ornamental to it. Now the disciples suggest, by observing these, what a pity it 
was such a grand edifice should be destroyed; or how unaccountable it was; that a place of so much 
strength, could easily be demolished. 
 

Matthew 24:2  

And Jesus said unto them, see ye not all these things?  "These great buildings", as in Mark; all these 
goodly stones, so beautiful and large, and so firmly put together: verily, I say unto you, there shall 
not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down; or broken, as Munster's 
Hebrew Gospel reads it: “which prediction had a full and remarkable accomplishment; and which is 
not only attested by Josephus F25, who relates, that both the city and temple were dug up, and laid 
level with the ground; but also by other Jewish writers; who tell us F26 that ``on the ninth of Ab, a day 
prepared for punishments, Turnus Rufus the wicked, (lkyhh ta vrx) , "ploughed up the temple", and all 
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round about it, to fulfil what is said, "Zion shall be ploughed as a field".  Yes, and to fulfil what Christ 
here says too, that not one stone should be left upon another, which a plough would not admit of. 

Matthew 24:3  

And as he sat upon the Mount of Olives …..Which was on the east of the city of Jerusalem F1, "over 
against the temple", as Mark says, and where he could sit and take a full view of it; for the wall on the 
east side was lower than any other, and that for this reason; that when the high priest burnt the red 
heifer on this mount, as he did, and sprinkled the blood, he might have a view of the gate of the 
temple. It is said F2,  

“All the walls which were there, were very high, except the eastern wall; for the high priest, when he 
burned the heifer, stood on the top of the mount of Olives, and directed himself, and looked to the 
gate of the temple, at the time he sprinkled the blood.''  

Matthew 24:2  

And Jesus said unto them, see ye not all these things? "These great buildings", as in Mark; all these 
goodly stones, so beautiful and large, and so firmly put together: verily, I say unto you, there shall not 
be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down or broken, as Munster's Hebrew 
Gospel reads it: which prediction had a full and remarkable accomplishment; and which is not only 
attested by Josephus F25, who relates, that both the city and temple were dug up, and laid level with 
the ground; but also by other Jewish writers; who tell us F26 that Which two are put together, as what 
they supposed would be at the same time, and immediately follow the destruction of the temple. That 
he was come in the flesh, and was the true Messiah, they firmly believed: he was with them, and they 
expected he would continue with them, for they had no notion of his leaving them, and coming again. 
When he at any time spoke of his dying and rising from the dead, they seemed not to understand it: 
wherefore this coming of his, the sign of which, they inquire, is not to be understood of his coming a 
second time to judge the world, at the last day; but of his coming in his kingdom and glory, which they 
had observed him some little time before to speak of; declaring that some present should not die, till 
they saw it: wherefore they wanted to be informed, by what sign they might know, when he would set 
up his temporal kingdom; for since the temple was to be destroyed, they might hope a new one would 
be built, much more magnificent than this. 

Take heed that no man deceives you:  
 
by pretending to come from God with a new revelation, setting himself up for the Messiah, after my 
departure; suggesting himself to be the person designed by God to be the deliverer of Israel, and to 
be sent by him, to set up a temporal kingdom, in great worldly splendor and glory; promising great 
names, and high places of honour and trust in it; things which Christ knew his disciples were 
fond of, and were in danger of being ensnared by; and therefore gives them this suitable and 
seasonable advice, and caution saying, I am Christ, and shall deceive many.   
 
This is the first sign, preceding the destruction of the city and temple of Jerusalem; as there was a 
general expectation among the Jews of a Messiah; that is, of one that should arise and deliver them 
from the Roman yoke, which was the common idea tacked to that word; in this period of time, many 
set up themselves to be deliverers and redeemers of the people of Israel: who had each of them their 
followers in great numbers, whom they imposed upon, and brought to destruction. Of this sort was 
Theudas, not he that Gamaliel speaks of, (Acts 5:36) for he was before this time; but one that was in 
the time of Claudius Caesar, when Cuspius Fadus was governor of Judea; who persuaded a great 
number to follow him to the river Jordan, which he promised to divide, by a word of command, and 
give them a passage over; and thereby, as the historian observes F3, (pollouv hpathshn) , "he 
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deceived many"; which is the very thing that is here predicted: but he and his company were routed 
Fadus, and his head cut off. There was another called the Egyptian, mentioned in (Acts 21:38) who 
made an uproar, and led four thousand cut-throats into the wilderness; and this same man persuaded 
thirty thousand men to follow him to Mount Olivet, promising a free passage into the city; but he being 
vanquished by Felix, then governor of Judea; fled, and many of his followers were killed and taken F4: 
and besides, there were many more magicians and impostors, that pretended to signs and wonders, 
and promised the people deliverance from their evils, by whom they were imposed upon to their ruin. 
There were others also besides these, that set up for deliverers, who called themselves by the name 
of the Messiah. Among these, we may reckon Simon Magus, who gave out that he was some great 
one; yea, expressly, that he was the word of God, and the Son of God F5, which were known names 
of the Messiah; and Dositheus the Samaritan, asserted himself to be Christ F6; and also Menander 
affirmed, that no man could be saved, unless he was baptized in his name F7; these are instances 
before the destruction of Jerusalem, and confirm the prophecy here delivered. 
 
And ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars…. 

This is the second sign of the destruction of Jerusalem: it is observable that this, and some of the 
following signs, are given by the Jews, as signs of the Messiah's coming; whereas they were 
forerunners of their ruin, for the rejection of him who was already come. They suppose the Messiah 
will come in the seventh year, or the year of rest and release:  

``On the seventh year (they say F8) will be (twmxlm) , "wars": and in the going out, or at the close of 
the seventh year, the son of David will come.'' Which wars, the gloss says, will be between the 
nations of the world, and Israel. Here wars may mean the commotions, insurrections, and seditions, 
against the Romans, and their governors; and the intestine slaughters committed among them, some 
time before the siege of Jerusalem, and the destruction of it. Under Cureanus the Roman governor, a 
sedition was raised on the day of the Passover, in which twenty thousand perished; after that, in 
another tumult, ten thousand were destroyed by cut-throats: in Ascalon two thousand more, in 
Ptolemais two thousand, at Alexandria fifty thousand, at Damascus ten thousand, and elsewhere in 
great numbers F9. The Jews were also put into great consternation, upon hearing the design of the 
Roman emperor, to put up his image in their temple: 
 
See that ye be not troubled;   

so as to leave the land of Judea as yet, and quit the preaching of the Gospel there, as if the final 
destruction was just at hand;  

but the end is not yet, 

meaning not the end of the world, but the end of Jerusalem, and the temple, the end of the Jewish 
state; which were to continue, and did continue after these disturbances in it.  

Ver. 7 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom… 

 
This seems to be a distinct and third sign, foreboding the general calamity of the Jews; that there 
should be not only seditions and intestine wars, in the midst of their country, but there should be wars 
in other nations, one with another; and with the Jews, and the Jews with them: and this also is made 
a sign of the Messiah's coming by them, for so they say F11;  
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``when thou seest, (wlab wla twrgtm twyklm) , "kingdoms stirred up one against another", look for the 
feet of the Messiah: know thou that so it shall be; for so it was in the days of Abraham: by the means 
of kingdoms stirred up one against another, redemption came to Abraham.''  
Poor blinded creatures! when these very things were the forerunners of their destruction. And so it 
was, the Jewish nation rose up against others, the Samaritans, Syrians, and Romans: there were 
great commotions in the Roman empire, between Otho and Vitellius, and Vitellius and Vespasian; 
and at length the Romans rose up against the Jews, under the latter, and entirely destroyed them; 
compare the writings in 2 Esdras:  
``And one shall undertake to fight against another, one city against another, one place against 
another, one people against another, and one realm against another.'' (2 Esdras 13:31)  
``the beginning of sorrows and great mourning; the beginning of famine and great death; the 
beginning of wars, and the powers shall stand in fear; the beginning of evils! what shall I do when 
these evils shall come?'' (2 Esdras 16:18) ``Therefore when there shall be seen earthquakes and 
uproars of the people in the world:'' (2 Esdras 9:3)  
 
And there shall be famines: 
 
a fourth sign of the desolation of the city and temple, and which the Jews also say, shall go before 
the coming of the Messiah: ``in the second year (of the week of years) in which the son of David 
comes, they say F12, there will be "arrows of famine" sent forth; and in the third year, (lwdg ber) , "a 
great famine": and men, women, and children, and holy men, and men of business, shall die.''  
But these have been already; they followed the Messiah, and preceded their destruction: one of these 
famines was in Claudius Caesar's time, was foretold by Agabus, and is mentioned in (Acts 11:28) and 
most dreadful ones there were, whilst Jerusalem was besieged, and before its utter ruin, related by 
Josephus.  

And pestilences: 

 
a pestilence is described by the Jews after this manner F13:  

``a city that produces a thousand and five hundred footmen, as Cephar Aco, and nine dead men are 
carried out of it in three days, one after another, lo! (rbd hz) , "this is a pestilence"; but if in one day, or 
in four days, it is no pestilence; and a city that produces five hundred footmen, as Cephar Amiko, and 
three dead men are carried out of it in three days, one after another, lo! this is a pestilence.''  
These commonly attend famines, and are therefore mentioned together; and when the one was, the 
other may be supposed sooner or later to be:  

and earthquakes in divers places  

 
of the world; as, at Crete F14, and in divers cities in Asia F15, in the times of Nero: particularly the three 
cities of Phrygia, Laodicea, Hierapolis, and Colosse; which were near to each other, and are all said 
to perish this way, in his reign F16; ``and Rome itself felt a tremor, in the reign of Galba F17.''  

Ver. 7 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom… 
This seems to be a distinct and third sign, 

 foreboding the general calamity of the Jews; that there should be not only seditions and intestine 
wars, in the midst of their country, but there should be wars in other nations, one with another; and 
with the Jews, and the Jews with them: and this also is made a sign of the Messiah's coming by them, 
for so they say F11;  
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``when thou seest, (wlab wla twrgtm twyklm) , "kingdoms stirred up one against another", look for the 
feet of the Messiah: know thou that so it shall be; for so it was in the days of Abraham: by the means 
of kingdoms stirred up one against another, redemption came to Abraham.'' These very things were 
the forerunners of their destruction. And so it was, the Jewish nation rose up against others, the 
Samaritans, Syrians, and Romans: there were great commotions in the Roman empire, between 
Otho and Vitellius, and Vitellius and Vespasian; and at length the Romans rose up against the Jews, 
under the latter, and entirely destroyed them; compare the writings in 2 Esdras: ``And one shall 
undertake to fight against another, one city against another, one place against another, one people 
against another, and one realm against another.'' (2 Esdras 13:31) ``the beginning of sorrows and 
great mournings; the beginning of famine and great death; the beginning of wars, and the powers 
shall stand in fear; the beginning of evils! what shall I do when these evils shall come?'' (2 Esdras 
16:18) ``Therefore when there shall be seen earthquakes and uproars of the people in the world:'' (2 
Esdras 9:3)  

Matthew 24:9 -Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted… 

 
Our Lord proceeds to acquaint his disciples, what should befall them in this interval; and quite 
contrary to their expectations, who were looking for a temporal kingdom, and worldly 
grandeur, assures them of afflictions, persecutions, and death; that about these times, when 
these various signs should appear, and this beginning of sorrows take place; whilst these will be 
fulfilling in Judea, and other parts of the world; the Jews continuing in their obstinacy and unbelief, 
would deliver them up to the civil magistrates, to be scourged and imprisoned by them; either to their 
own sanhedrim, as were Peter and John; or to the Roman governors, Gallio, Festus, and Felix, as 
was the Apostle Paul.  

And shall kill you; 

 
as the two James', Peter, Paul, and even all the apostles, excepting John, who suffered martyrdom, 
and that before the destruction of Jerusalem:  

and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake; 

 
as the apostles and first Christians were, both by Jews and Gentiles; the latter being stirred up 
against them by the former, wherever they came, and for no other reason, but because they 
professed and preached in the name of Christ, as the Acts of the Apostles show: and their hatred 
proceeded so far, as to charge all their calamities upon them; as war, famine, pestilence, 
earthquakes… as the apologies of the first Christians declare.  

Matthew 24:10 -And then shall many be offended… 

 
That is, many who had been hearers of the apostles, and professors of the Christian religion; who 
were highly pleased with it, and were strenuous advocates for it, whilst things were tolerably quiet and 
easy; but when they saw the apostles, some of them beaten, and imprisoned; others put to death, 
and others forced to fly from place to place; and persecutions and affliction, because of Christ and his 
Gospel, likely to befall themselves, would be discouraged hereby, and stumble at the cross; and fall 
off from the faith of the Gospel, and the profession of it:  



and shall betray one another; and shall hate one another; 

 
meaning, that the apostates, who would fall off from the Christian religion, would prove treacherous to 
true believers, and give in their names to the persecutors, or inform them where they were, that they 
might take them, or deliver them into their hands themselves: these are the false brethren, the 
Apostle Paul was in perils among: not that the true Christians should hate these false brethren, any 
more than betray them; for they are taught to love all men, even their enemies; but these apostates 
should hate them, in whose communion they before were, and to whom they belonged; and even to a 
very great degree of hatred, as it often is seen, that such who turn their backs on Christ, and his 
Gospel, prove the most bitter enemies, and most violent persecutors of its preachers and followers 

Matthew 24:11 And many false prophets shall rise… and shall deceive many: 

 
Out of, from among the churches of Christ; at least under the name of Christians; for false teachers 
are here meant, men of heretical principles, pretending to a spirit of prophecy, and to new revelations, 
and a better understanding of the Scriptures; such as Simon Magus, Ebion, and Cerinthus, who 
denied the proper deity, and real humanity of Christ; Carpocrates, and the Gnostics his followers, the 
Nicolaitans, Hymcneus, Philetus, and others: as they all of them had their followers, and large 
numbers of them, whose faith was subverted by them;  

Matthew 24:12 And because iniquity shall abound… the love of many shall wax cold. 
Meaning, either the malice and wickedness of outrageous persecutors, which should greatly increase; 
or the treachery and hatred of the apostates; or the errors and heresies of false teachers; or the 
wickedness that prevailed in the lives and conversations of some, that were called Christians: for 
each of these seem to be hinted at in the context, and may be all included, as making up the 
abounding iniquity here spoken of; the consequence of which would be,  

This would be the case of many, but not of all; for in the midst of this abounding iniquity, there were 
some, the ardour of whose love to Christ, to his Gospel, and to the saints, did not abate: but then 
there were many, whose zeal for Christ, through the violence of persecution, was greatly damped; 
and through the treachery of false brethren, were shy of the saints themselves, not knowing who to 
trust; and through the principles of the false teachers, the power of godliness, and the vital heat of 
religion, were almost lost; and through a love of the world, and of carnal ease and pleasure, love to 
the saints was grown very chill, and greatly left; as the instances of Demas, and those that forsook 
the Apostle Paul, at his first answer before Nero, show.  

Matthew 24:13 But he that shall endure to the end… the same shall be saved; 

 
In the profession of faith in Christ, notwithstanding the violent persecutions of wicked men; and in the 
pure and incorrupt doctrines of the Gospel, whilst many are deceived by the false teachers that shall 
arise; and in holiness of life and conversation, amidst all the impurities of the age; and shall patiently 
bear all afflictions, to the end of his life, or to the end of sorrows, of which the above mentioned were 
the beginning: With a temporal salvation, when Jerusalem, and the unbelieving inhabitants of it shall 
be destroyed: for those that believed in Christ, many of them, through persecution, were obliged to 
remove from thence; and others, by a voice from heaven, were bid to go out of it, as they did; and 
removed to Pella, a village a little beyond Jordan F21, and so were preserved from the general 
calamity; and also with an everlasting salvation, which is the case of all that persevere to the end, as 
all true believers in Christ will.  
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When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation 

LK 21:20 
 
 "When you see Jerusalem being surrounded by armies, you will know that its desolation is near.  
 

Dan 9:27  
 
 He will confirm a covenant with many for one 'seven.' In the middle of the 'seven' he will put an end to 

sacrifice and offering. And on a wing of the temple he will set up an abomination that causes desolation, 

until the end that is decreed is poured out on him."  Antiochus 

 
Dan.11:31 
 
 "His armed forces will rise up to desecrate the temple fortress and will abolish the daily sacrifice. Then they 

will set up the abomination that causes desolation.  

 
Dan 12:11 
 
 "From the time that the daily sacrifice is abolished and the abomination that causes desolation is set up, 

there will be 1,290 days.  

 
Mentioned by our Saviour, (Matthew 24:15) as a sign of the approaching destruction of Jerusalem, 
with reference to (Daniel 9:27; 11:31; 12:11) The prophecy referred ultimately to the destruction of 
Jerusalem by the Romans, and consequently the "abomination" must describe some occurrence 
connected with that event. It appears most probable that the profanities of the Zealots constituted the 
abomination, which was the sign of the impending ruin; but most people refer it to the standards or 
banners of the Roman army. They were abomination because there were idolatrous images upon 
them 
 
Then let them which be in Judea…  
not come down to take anything out of his house: 
 
accordingly it is observed, that many did flee about this time; and it is remarked by several 
interpreters, and which Josephus F1 takes notice of with surprise, that Cestius Gallus having 
advanced with his army to Jerusalem, and besieged it, on a sudden, without any cause, raised the 
siege, and withdrew his army, when the city might have been easily taken; by which means a signal 
was made; and an opportunity given to the Christians, to make their escape: which they accordingly 
did, and went over Jordan, as Eusebius says F2, to a place called Pella; so that when Titus came a 
few mouths after, there was not a Christian in the city, but they had fled as they are here bidden to 
that is, let him not come down in the inner way, but by the stairs, or ladder, on the outside of the 
house, which was usual. They had two ways of going out of, and into their houses; 

Matthew 24:21 For then shall be great tribulation… be such as was not since the beginning of 
the world, to this time, no, nor ever shall be.   

This is urged as a reason for their speedy flight; since the calamity that would come upon those who 
should remain in the city, what through the sword, famine, pestilence, murders, robberies… The 
burning of Sodom and Gomorrha, the bondage of the children of Israel in Egypt, their captivity in 
Babylon, and all their distresses and afflictions in the times of the Maccabees, are nothing to be 
compared with the calamities which befell the Jews in the siege and destruction of Jerusalem. Great 
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desolations have been made in the besieging and at the taking of many famous cities, as Troy, 
Babylon, Carthage… but none of them are to be mentioned with the deplorable case of this city. 
Whoever reads Josephus's account will be fully convinced of this; and readily join with him, who was 
an eyewitness of it, when he says {m}, that  

``never did any city suffer such things, nor was there ever any generation that more abounded in 
malice or wickedness.'' And indeed, all this came upon them for their impenitence and infidelity, and 
for their rejection and murdering of the Son of God; for as never any before, or since, committed the 
sin they did, or ever will, so there never did, or will, the same calamity befall a nation, as did them 
 
those days shall be shortened: 
 
for otherwise, if God had not preserved a seed, a remnant, according to the election of grace, that 
should be saved, they had been as Sodom and as Gomorrha, not one would have escaped 
 
lo! here is Christ, or there, believe it not; 
 
for both during the time of the siege, there were such that sprung up, and pretended to be Messiahs, 
and deliverers of them from the Roman power, and had their several abettors; one saying he was in 
such place, and another that he was in such a place; and so spirited up the people not to fly, nor to 
deliver up the city; and also, after the city was taken and destroyed, one and another set up for the 
Messiah. Very quickly after, one Jonathan, a very wicked man, led many into the desert of Cyrene, 
promising to show them signs and wonders, and was overthrown by Catullius, the Roman governor 
F17; and after that, in the times of Adrian, the famous Barcochab set up for the Messiah, and was 
encouraged by R. Akiba, and a multitude of Jews F18. 
 

and shall show great signs and wonders; 

 
make an appearance of doing them, though they really did them not: so that Jonathan, before 
mentioned, pretended to show signs and sights; and Barcochab made as if flame came out of his 
mouth; and many of the Jewish doctors in these times, and following, gave themselves up to sorcery, 
and the magic art; and are, many of them, often said F19 to be (Myonb Mydmwlm) , "expert in 
wonders", or miracles:  
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Matthew Chapter 

24: 26-51 
Mk. 13:24-37 
Lk. 21:25-48, Lk 17:26-34 
 
Many theologians believe that these passages were fulfilled with the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 
70 completely, and other theologians believe there is a present and future fulfillment to this prophecy 
of Christ.  It is obvious that Christ has moved from the destruction of the temple to answer the 
question regarding the “sign of the end of the age.   
Various interpretations exist for the end of the age as well – theologians that believe it was all fulfilled 
in AD70 and that the end of the age is the destruction of the Jewish nation.  Other scholars believe 
that the end of the end refers to the final judgment and end of the world as  we currently know it. 
 
Some of the confusion revolves around the fact that the believers at that time in history automatically 
assumed that the return of the Messiah signaled the end of the age, and therefore lumped the two 
together. 
 
Fulfilled in AD 70 perspective 
 
Vs. 26 -27 makes the statement that the coming of the Son of Man will be visible, powerful, and 
conspicuous to all – not hidden or secretive.  Christ’s ministry was public, His Gospel powerful, and 
preached to all, turning the world upside down 
 
Vs. 28- Eagles are symbolic for the Roman empire as they used it as their ensignia – every legion 
had a gold eagle mounted on a spear that went before them,  
 
Vs. 29-31 based on the transition of “immediately after the tribulation” could refer to His spiritual 
coming to the world where the sun refers to the glory of God that filled the Temple being removed and 
the moon referring to the Temple sacrifices and feasts which which were regulated by the moon – 
including new moons and harvest moons. 
 
and the stars shall fall from heaven; 
 
refers to the doctors and rabbis of the church, who departed from the word of God, and set up their 
traditions above it, fell into vain and senseless interpretations of it  

The Jews themselves are sensible, and make heavy complaints of the great declensions and 
alterations among them, since the destruction of the temple; for after having taken notice of the death 
of several of their doctors, who died a little before, or after that; and that upon their death ceased the 
honour of the law, the splendour of wisdom, and the glory of the priesthood, they add F7;  

http://bible.crosswalk.com/Commentaries/GillsExpositionoftheBible/gil.cgi?book=mt&chapter=024&verse=29#g#g


``from the time that the temple was destroyed, the wise men, and sons of nobles, were put to shame, 
and they covered their heads; liberal men were reduced to poverty; and men of violence and calumny 
prevailed; and there were none that expounded, or inquired, or asked. R. Elezer the great, said, from 
the time the sanctuary were destroyed, the wise men began to be like Scribes, and the Scribes like to 
the Chazans, (or sextons that looked after the synagogues,) and the Chazans like to the common 
people, and the common people grew worse and worse, and there were none that inquired and 
asked;''  

that is, of the wise men there were no scholars, or very few that studied in the law. 
and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken; 
 
meaning all the ordinances of the legal dispensation; which shaking, and even removing of them, 
were foretold by (Haggai 2:6) and explained by the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews, (Hebrews 
12:26,27) whereby room and way were made for Gospel ordinances to take place, and be 
established 
 
Haggai 2:6  
 
"This is what the Lord Almighty says: 'In a little while I will once more shake the heavens and the earth, the 

sea and the dry land. 7 I will shake all nations, and the desired of all nations will come, and I will fill this 

house with glory,' says the Lord Almighty 

 

Hebr. 12: 18  
 
You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that is burning with fire; to darkness, gloom and 

storm; 19 to a trumpet blast or to such a voice speaking words that those who heard it begged that no further 

word be spoken to them, 20 because they could not bear what was commanded: "If even an animal touches 

the mountain, it must be stoned." 21 The sight was so terrifying that Moses said, "I am trembling with fear." 

22 But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God. You have come 

to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, 23 to the church of the firstborn, whose names 

are written in heaven. You have come to God, the judge of all men, to the spirits of righteous men made 

perfect, 24 to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than 

the blood of Abel. 25 See to it that you do not refuse him who speaks. If they did not escape when they 

refused him who warned them on earth, how much less will we, if we turn away from him who warns us 

from heaven? 26 At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, "Once more I will shake 

not only the earth but also the heavens." 27 The words "once more" indicate the removing of what can be 

shaken--that is, created things--so that what cannot be shaken may remain. 28 Therefore, since we are 

receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence 

and awe, 29 for our "God is a consuming fire." 

 

Vs 30-31 – Tribes referring to Israel, Son of man coming on the clouds of heaven -  his coming to 
bring on, and give the finishing stroke to the destruction of that people, which was a dark and cloudy 
dispensation to them: and when they felt the power of his arm, might, if not blind and stupid to the last 
degree, see the glory of his person, that he was more than a mere man, and no other than the Son of 
God, whom they had despised, rejected, and crucified; and who came to set up his kingdom and 
glory in a more visible and peculiar manner, among the Gentiles. 
 
Angels referring to Gospel messengers sent out to preach the Gospel to gather in those who 
would believe 
 
Vs 32-33 – the time is close and the disciples need to be watchful and aware of the season 
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Vs 36-44 – answering the question – when it is the end of the age – no man knows the day or the 
hour, but the importance is to be ready when Christ comes in judgment 
 
Vs. 45-50 – Because no one knows, it is important to continue in faithfulness, not becoming weary in 
doing what is right   Hebr. 12:1-17 
 
 

Second perspective:  
 
Shifts to the second coming of Christ, and the tribulation described above is viewed by some 
theologians as having been fulfilled and yet another fulfillment is to come in the future. 
 
Acts 1:6-11 
 
 When Christ appeared to the disciples after His resurrection, the disciples were still confused as to 
when He would restore Israel. After His ascension, angels speaking to the disciples to explain that 
Christ who was taken up into heaven would return in like manner.   
 
Daniel 7:13-14 
 
 confirms the manner of His appearance prior to setting up His Kingdom in which His people will be 
gathered from all parts of the earth.  
 
Parable of the fig tree refers to watching and understanding the time, 45-50 refers to faithfulness 
 

Hermeneutics: 
 
Whether fulfilled or yet to be fulfilled, we are still called to be watchful, be ready, and be faithful. 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Matthew Chapter 

 25:1-13 
Lk 12:35-48 
Mk 14:32-37 
 
To "virgins" for purity 
 
The number "ten" was used among the Jews: a congregation, with them, consisted of ten persons, 
and less than that number did not make one F6: and wherever there were ten persons in a place, 
they were obliged to build a synagogue F7 
 
he loves them as a bridegroom loves his bride, with a love prior to theirs, free and unmerited; with a 
love of complacency and delight, which is single and chaste, strong and affectionate; constant and 
perpetual, wonderful, matchless, and inconceivable: he sympathizes with them, nourishes, and 
cherishes them as his own flesh; providing spiritual food, and rich clothing for them; and indulging 
them with intimate communion with himself, and interests them in all he has; and when he comes 
again a second time, he will appear under this character. His first appearance was mean, in the form 
of a servant, in the likeness of sinful flesh, in garments rolled in blood; but when he comes a second 
time, he will appear as a bridegroom in his nuptial robes; all his elect will be prepared for him, 
beautified and adorned as a bride for her husband; when he will come and take them home to 
himself, and will avow them to be his before his Father, and his holy angels: and which will be a time 
of great glory, and great joy 
 
The custom here alluded to of meeting the bridegroom, and attending the bride home to his house in 
the night, with lighted torches, or lamps, and such a number of them as here mentioned, was not only 
the custom of the Jews, but of other eastern nations F9 
 
Wisdom in preparation – paying attention to what is most important 
 
25:6 – at midnight a cry rang out 
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this will be at "midnight": which expresses the state of the church a little before the coming of Christ: it 
will be a night season with it, a time of darkness both with respect to Gospel light, and the presence 
of God with his people; a time of coldness and lukewarmness, as to zeal for God, love to his people, 
and concern for the interest of Christ; a time of drowsiness and sleep, of insensibility and security, of 
indolence and inactivity: so as the coming of Christ will be later than was first expected; it will be 
sudden, and at unawares, and like a thief in the night; 
 
Revelation 19     Read This Chapter 
19:6 
Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like loud 
peals of thunder, shouting: "Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns. 
19:7 
Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his 
bride has made herself ready. 
 
25: 7-8 – What caused these lamps to go out?  No oil – presence of God.  How do we drive the 
presence of God from our lives, and how do we renew the presence of God in our lives? 
25:9 – The wise said no.  Why?  There are some things we can do for others and some things they 
must do for themselves.  We cannot save anyone – the foolish virgins needed to be accountable for 
their lack of preparation and find Christ themselves – the oil of God’s grace must be poured into the 
believer’s life from God alone. 
 
The door closes on those without relationship with Christ, as Christ is referred to as the way 
in.  If the foolish virgins had gone and genuinely sought Christ, they would have found Him.  
Instead, Scripture does not tell us that they returned with oil, just that they returned and asked 
to be let in. 
 
Matt. 7:7 
 
 "Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened 

to you. 

 
Hebrews 11:6    
 
“And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he 

exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.” 

 

Acts 14:27 
 
“On arriving there, they gathered the church together and reported all that God had done through them and 

how he had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles.” 

 

Hermeneutics: 
 
We don’t want our lamps to go out. 
 
Revelation 3:14-22 
 
14 "To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: 15 I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor 
hot. I wish you were either one or the other! 16 So, because you are lukewarm--neither hot nor 
cold--I am about to spit you out of my mouth. 17 You say, 'I am rich; I have acquired wealth and 
do not need a thing.' But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. 18 I 
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counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and white clothes to 
wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see. 
19 Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and repent. 20 Here I am! I stand at the 
door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he 
with me. 21 To him who overcomes, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I 
overcame and sat down with my Father on his throne. 22 He who has an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches."  
 
Matthew 24:12 Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold 
 
Definition of lukewarm? 
Deeds – neither cold or hot – what does this mean?  Why deeds? 
Acquired wealth and do not need – self-satisfied.  How does this creep into our faith? 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Matthew Chapter 

 25: 14-30 
Luke 19:11-26 
 

Exegesis of parable 
 
1) Man – Christ – going on a journey – taken up into heaven prior to second return 
 
2) Servants –  
  a)  Greek definition: Doulos - a slave, bondman, man of servile condition 
 a slave 

 metaph., one who gives himself up to another's will those whose service is used by    
Christ in extending and advancing his cause among men 

 devoted to another to the disregard of one's own interests 
a servant, attendant 

            b) Slave or servant given five talents – why more?  Faithful, went to work at once 
 b) Slave given two talents – why less?    Faithful, same 
 c) Slave given one – why least?     He was given the gift and did nothing with what he had 

been given, Christ called him wicked and lazy – he did not serve his Master– he tried to divert 
attention from his lack of servanthood to malign his Master’s character.   He did not understand 
his Master’s generous character – how richly He blessed His servants for their faithfulness, 
sharing His joy with them. How many people use that as an excuse for not serving God? 

 
3) Talents – money in parable one talent being worth about three months wages 

a) symbolizing wealth of Kingdom treasure – what is the property Christ gives us to steward? 
a) Recognition of where the gifts came from and to Whom they belonged 
b) Understanding that it is the responsibility of a slave is to be faithful to his    Master’s 
interests, even above his own personal interests. 
c) Christ calls His servants to accountability for what He has given each one of them, even 
those given the least to steward 

 
4) Reward –  

a) according to diligent and faithful use of what the Master had given the slave.   
b) If used correctly, the servant’s efforts were blessed with double the investment.   
c) Not all were given the same talents, but all were expected to be faithful with what they had 
been given and rewarded according to their faithfulness 
d)   Reward is to share in the happiness of the Master 
e) Punishment – what he had was taken away, he was called a worthless servant, cast outside 
of the Kingdom into the darkness with weeping and gnashing of teeth refers to agony of spirit 
and is also an expression of rage and anger. 
 

Rev. 22:12 "Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone 



according to what he has done. 
 

Hermeneutics: 
 
What have we been given? 
What is our responsibility with what we have been given? 
What would Christ say to us if He returned today? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Matthew Chapter 

26: 69-75 
Mk.14: 66-72 

Lk. 22: 56-62 (Christ looks at Peter) 

Jn. 18:16-18, 25-27 (relative of Malchus) 

 
6:69   Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl came to him. "You also were 
with Jesus of Galilee," she said. 

26:70 But he denied it before them all. "I don't know what you're talking about," he said. 

26:71 Then he went out to the gateway, where another girl saw him and said to the people there, 
"This fellow was with Jesus of Nazareth." 

26:72 He denied it again, with an oath: "I don't know the man!" 

26:73 After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter and said, "Surely you are one of 
them, for your accent gives you away." 

26:74 Then he began to call down curses on himself and he swore to them, "I don't know the man!" 
Immediately a rooster crowed. 

26:75 Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken: "Before the rooster crows, you will 
disown me three times." And he went outside and wept bitterly. 

 

The Denial of Peter: 
 

Framed in Scripture as a part of Christ’s suffering 

Peter did not stand before the Sanhedrin as Christ did.  Peter had the courage in the face of a 

thousand Roman soldiers to wield a sword and attack, but once Christ was in enemy hands, 

Peter lost his courage and caved in to servants’ accusations.   

 

Denial 1 – Accusation from servant girl 
 
1st denial - General - “I don’t know what you are saying” – we wiggle out pretending not to know 
 

Denial 2 – Accusation from a different servant girl  

 
2nd denial –Specific “I don’t know Him” and backed it up with an oath (Jewish custom to swear truth) 
Peter knew Him more intimately than most of the disciples 
 



Denial 3 - Group of men including relative of Malchus, whose ear Peter had cut off. 
 
3rd denial – he began to curse and swear – his denial grew in power as he became more entrenched 
in sin 

 

What do we know about Peter? 
 
One of Christ’s most intimate circle – included in raising of Jairus’ daughter, transfiguration, 
pulled deeper into the Garden to pray with Christ 
Called to be a builder/leader of the Church  
Loved Christ 
Often acted and spoke first 
Served Christ faithfully and died a martyr’s death 
 

 

Hermeneutics: 
 
Christ had given Peter advance warning and prayed for him.  The greater the calling, the greater the 
attack.  Peter followed Christ into enemy territory and was not able to withstand temptation – fear of 
man, fear of personal harm  
 
Lk. 22:31-34  
 
 "Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you as wheat.  But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may 

not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers."  But he replied, "Lord, I am ready to go 

with you to prison and to death."  Jesus answered, "I tell you, Peter, before the rooster crows today, you will 

deny three times that you know me. 

 

Sin of betrayal, denial of Christ : 
 

Mt. 10:33    But whoever disowns me before men, I will disown him before my Father in heaven. 

Christ’s incredible grace and mercy: 
 
 Christ’s foreknowledge of Peter’s denial, yet He still loved, called, forgave, restored, and used Peter 
 

Peter’s repentance brought forgiveness and restoration 
 
Peter’s speech betrays him as a disciple of Christ.  Do we have behaviors that identify us with 
Christ?  Our speech, our lifestyle, etc.? 
 
 
 

 


