
Matthew 11  
11:1   After Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on from there to teach and 
preach in the towns of Galilee. 

11:2     When John heard in prison what Christ was doing, he sent his disciples 

The person here spoken of is John the Baptist, the forerunner of Christ, who was now in the 
prison of Machaerus; being put there by Herod, for his reproving him for taking Herodias, his 
brother Philip's wife; and whilst he was there, an account was brought him by his own 
disciples, 

11:3  
to ask him, "Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?"  

who might be the most prejudiced against Christ, because of the increase of his followers, 
and the decrease of their master's; and because he did not live such an austere life as John 
did. John was not ignorant of who Jesus was, but could have asked for several reasons: 1) 
for his disciples to connect, as he was going to die, 2) because of Jesus’ lifestyle, 3) an 
expectation of deliverance, which could set John free from prison – why did Jesus allow John 
to be executed?? 

11:4      Jesus replied, "Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 

11:5      The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the 
dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor.  
 Is. 35:4-10    “..say to those with fearful hearts, "Be strong, do not fear; your God will come, he will 
come with vengeance; with divine retribution he will come to save you." Then will the eyes of the 
blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped. 6 Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the 
mute tongue shout for joy. Water will gush forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert. 7 The 
burning sand will become a pool, the thirsty ground bubbling springs. In the haunts where jackals 
once lay, grass and reeds and papyrus will grow. 8 And a highway will be there; it will be called the 
Way of Holiness. The unclean will not journey on it; it will be for those who walk in that Way; wicked 
fools will not go about on it. 9 No lion will be there, nor will any ferocious beast get up on it; they will 
not be found there. But only the redeemed will walk there, 10 and the ransomed of the Lord will 
return. They will enter Zion with singing; everlasting joy will crown their heads. Gladness and joy will 
overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will flee away. 



11:6   Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me."  - who can see past worldly 
value systems 

The Jews were offended at Christ's parentage and birth, at the poverty of his parents, and at the 
manner of his birth, by a virgin; and at the place of his birth, which they thought to be Galilee; at his 
education, because he had not learnt letters, and was brought up to a mechanical employment; at 
his mean appearance in his public ministry, in his own person, and in his attendants: his company 
and audience being the poorer sort, the more ignorant, and who had been loose and scandalous 
persons, publicans and sinners; at the doctrines he preached, particularly, which respected his own 
deity and eternity, the distinguished grace of God, and living by faith upon his flesh and blood. The 
disciples of John also were offended in him, because he and his disciples did not fast, and lead 
such an austere life as they and their master did; because of the meanness and obscurity of Christ's 
kingdom; the imprisonment of John, and the many reproaches, afflictions, and persecutions, which 
did, and were likely to attend a profession of Christ: this our Lord knew, and had a peculiar respect 
to them in these words; but happy are those persons, who, notwithstanding all these difficulties and 
discouragements, are so far from stumbling at Christ, and falling from him, that they heartily receive 
him and believe in him, make a profession of him, and hold it fast; greatly love, highly value, and 
esteem him, and are willing to part with all, and bear all for his sake: these are blessed, 
notwithstanding all their sufferings for him even now; they have spiritual peace, joy, and comfort in 
their souls, and shall be happy in the full enjoyment of him to all eternity.

11:7   As John's disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: "What did 
you go out into the desert to see? A reed swayed by the wind?    Momentary movement or new 
exciting doctrine?

11:8   If not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear fine 
clothes are in kings' palaces. 

11:9   Then what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet.  
This was the truth of the matter, they expected to see a prophet, and they believed he was 
one; this was the common voice of the people; all held John to be a prophet. This made 
Herod afraid to put him to death, and the Pharisees to speak against his baptism.   Prophets 
of the OT prophesied of the Messiah at a distance, and in words not so clear, and easy to be 
understood; they spoke of him as to come, but he pointed him out with his finger, and 
declared that he was come; he saw him himself, and showed him to others; he saw the Spirit 
of God descending on him, and he himself baptized him;

11:10   This is the one about whom it is written: "'I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will 
prepare your way before you.'  

Malachi 3:1  
"See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord 
you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, 
will come," says the Lord Almighty.  



11:12    From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been forcefully 
advancing, and forceful men lay hold of it.  

or "comes with force", and power upon the souls of men: it was attended with the demonstration of 
the Spirit, and of power; as appeared by its being the means of quickening persons that were dead 
in trespasses and sins; enlightening the blind; causing the deaf to hear; melting and softening hearts 
of stone; making, of enemies, friends to God and Christ; turning men from the power of Satan unto 
God; setting at liberty such as were slaves and vassals to their own corruptions; and, in a word, in 
being the power of God unto salvation, to many souls: and which was further seen, in the manner it 
did all this; suddenly, secretly, powerfully, and effectually, 

meaning either publicans, and harlots, and Gentile sinners; who might be thought to be a sort of 
intruders: or rather the same persons, as being powerfully wrought upon under the ministry of the 
Gospel; who were under violent apprehensions of wrath and vengeance, of their lost and 
undone state and condition by nature; were violently in love with Christ, and eagerly 
desirous of salvation by him, and communion with him; and had their affections set upon the 
things of another world: these having the Gospel preached to them, which is a declaration of 
God's love to sinners, a proclamation of peace and pardon, and a publication of righteousness and 
life by Christ, they greedily catched at it, and embraced it.    

Do we really believe this of ourselves – that we are lost and undone without Christ?  Do we 
recognize His amazing grace in our lives and so love Him deeply in return?  Or do we not 
give much thought to it, taking the Giver and the Gift for granted because there is nothing so 
drastic in our lives??  If we saw it for what it really is, would it change the way we prioritize 
our lives?

11:13   For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John. 

11:11   I tell you the truth: Among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than 
John the Baptist; yet he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.  

the first administrator of baptism; were but considered, the uncommonness of his birth, his 
being filled with the Holy Ghost from his mother's womb, his exemplary life, the excellency of 
his doctrine; and especially, his work and office, as the harbinger of Christ, and the preparer 
of his ways. 

but of the apostles of Christ, and the least among them, who were then the kingdom of heaven, or the visible 
Gospel church state. These had a better opportunity of conversing with Christ, and of seeing and hearing the 
things they did, than John had; they had the power of performing miracles, which John had not; were 
immediately sent forth by Christ, to preach the Gospel, and had a clearer insight into the truths of it, than 
John; especially, after the Holy Ghost was in such an extraordinary manner poured forth upon them, on the 
day of Pentecost; particularly after the death and resurrection of Christ, they were able to preach him, not only 
as come in the flesh, but as having suffered and died, and obtained eternal redemption: they could speak of his 
blood being shed, of his righteousness being wrought out, and of his sacrifice and satisfaction as made, which 
John could not; and besides, were more successful in the conversion of sinners, both Jews and Gentiles, than 
ever he was. The comparison does not lie so much between their persons, as their several different degrees of 
light and doctrine. 



11:14  And if you are willing to accept it, he is the Elijah who was to come.  

Malachi 4:5  
"See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful day of the Lord comes.  

Lk 1:17  
And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the 
fathers to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous--to make ready a 
people prepared for the Lord."  

Jn. 1:20 He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, "I am not the Christ." 21 They asked 
him, "Then who are you? Are you Elijah?" He said, "I am not." "Are you the Prophet?" He 
answered, "No." 22 Finally they said, "Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those 
who sent us. What do you say about yourself?" 23 John replied in the words of Isaiah the 
prophet, "I am the voice of one calling in the desert, 'Make straight the way for the Lord.'" 

11:15   He who has ears, let him hear. 

11:16   "To what can I compare this generation? They are like children sitting in the marketplaces 
and calling out to others:  

The men of that age, the stubborn and perverse Jews; who were pleased with nothing, with 
no man's ministry, neither with John's, nor with Christ's, but found fault with whatever they 
heard, or saw done:   It is because we do not want what God has to offer – we would 
prefer to have the here and now… in U.S. the here and now can be extremely 
pleasant… in Swazi they are praying for the Kingdom to come… Do we allow our 
circumstance to dictate our desire for Christ?

11:17  
"'We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not 
mourn.' 11:18    For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, 'He has a demon.'  

This and the following verse are an explanation of the foregoing "parable"; and this shows, that John 
and his disciples are the persons that mourned, of which his austere life was a proof: for when he 
"came", being sent of God, and appeared as a public preacher, he was "neither eating nor drinking"; 
not that he did not eat or drink at all, otherwise he could not have lived, and discharged his office: 
but he ate sparingly, very little; and what he did eat and drink, was not the common food and drink 
of men; he neither ate bread nor drank wine, but lived upon locusts and wild honey; he excused all 
invitations to people's houses, and shunned all feasts and entertainments; he abstained from all free 
and sociable conversation with men, in eating and drinking: and though the Scribes and Pharisees 
pretended to much abstinence and frequent fastings, yet they did not care to follow his very severe 
way of living, and lament, in answer to his mournful ditty; but in a calumniating way,  
they say he hath a devil; 
is a demoniac, a madman, one that is unsociable and melancholy; under a delusion of Satan, and influenced by 
him to abstain from proper food and company of men, under a pretence of religion. 



11:19   The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 'Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a 
friend of tax collectors and "sinners.'" But wisdom is proved right by her actions."  

Meaning himself, who ate and drank as men usually do, lived in the common way of life, was free 
and sociable, went to feasts, entertainments, and weddings, when he was invited; and was affable, 
courteous, and friendly in his deportment, to all men;  such as are openly and notoriously wicked; 
and loves their company, for the sake of tippling with them; and encourages them in their revelling 
and drunkenness; a very black charge this! 

Either the wisdom of God, in making use of ministers of a different disposition and deportment, 
whereby some are gained, and others left inexcusable: or the Gospel, in which there is such a 
display of divine wisdom, which is vindicated from the charge of licentiousness, by the agreeable 
lives and conversations of the children of God: or rather Christ himself, who is the wisdom of God; 
and in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge; who, however he may be traduced 
by ignorant and malicious men, yet will be acquitted from all such charges, as here insinuated, by all 
the true sons of wisdom; or by such, who are made wise unto salvation. We may learn from hence, 
that no sort of preachers and preaching will please some men; that the best of Gospel ministers 
may be reproached as libertines, or madmen; and that they will be sooner, or later, justified and 
cleared from all such aspersions. 

Examine yourself – do you look for reasons to “write off” people whose lives offer some sort 
of conviction to your own?  Do you, in your mind, try to discredit them to create a reason for 
why you shouldn’t have to behave in a similar fashion?  Why do we judge the people of God 
so harshly? 

11:20  
Then Jesus began to denounce the cities in which most of his miracles had been performed, because they did not repent.

11:21  
"Woe to you, Korazin! ( not certain of this place, could be Cana) Woe to you, Bethsaida! (city of Andrew and Peter) If the 
miracles that were performed in you had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in 
sackcloth and ashes.

11:22  
But I tell you, it will be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon on the day of judgment than for you.( they were worse than the 
Tyrians and Sidonians; an Heathenish and idolatrous people, who lived very profligate and dissolute lives, in all 
intemperance, luxury, and impiety)

11:23  
And you, Capernaum, (considered Jesus’ home town) will you be lifted up to the skies? No, you will go down to the 
depths. If the miracles that were performed in you had been performed in Sodom, it would have remained to this day.



11:24  
But I tell you that it will be more bearable for Sodom on the day of judgment than for you."  
  
(His disciples had been in these cities, he had been in these cities, they had seen John the Baptist, they had seen Him, 
and they did not repent.  In Capernaum alone, considered his home, he cured the centurion's servant, recovered Peter's 
wife's mother from a fever, healed the man sick of a palsy, raised Jairus's daughter from the dead, made whole the 
woman that had a bloody issue, opened the eyes of two blind men, and cast out a devil from a dumb man, possessed 
with one.  Parallel with today’s wealth of information and access to church, etc… we have so much and yet still do not 
repent) 
  
All sins are not alike, nor will the punishment of them be the same; there will be degrees of torments in hell, and which 
the justice of God requires. These words suppose, that the men of Tyre and Sidon will be punished for their many 
abominable sins, committed against the law and light of nature; but that the inhabitants of Chorazin and Bethsaida, 
having rejected the Messiah, and the doctrines of the Gospel, against all the evidence of miracles, and convictions of 
their own minds, and probably sinned the sin against the Holy Ghost; as their sins are aggravated, their condemnation 
will be the greater, and their punishment the more intolerable.  The absolute rejection of God is the greatest sin of all, 
greater than the sins of the flesh, as it is the final damning sin of which there is no remedy

11:25  
At that time Jesus said, "I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the 
wise and learned, and revealed them to little children.  
  
Luke gives us the timing and context: 

Luke 10     Read This Chapter 
10:17  

The seventy-two returned with joy and said, "Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name."  
10:21  

At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, "I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you 
have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this was your 
good pleasure.

11:25 – Commentary – the Jewish leaders considered themselves wise and prudent, who were wise and prudent in their 
own conceits, as were the Scribes and Pharisees, and the schools of Hillell and Shammai, the two famous doctors of that day: 
and indeed the people of the Jews in common were so; who thus applaud themselves at the eating of the passover every year, 
and say, (hrwth ta Myedwy wnlk Mynwbn wnlk Mymkx wnlk) , "we are all wise, we are all prudent, we all 
understand the law"    The little children were the meek, the humble, the receptive  souls to whom God reveals the covenant of 
his grace, Christ, and all the blessings of grace in him, the mysteries of the Gospel, and the unseen glories of another world. 
  
11:26  Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure.

http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?passage=lu+10&version=niv&showtools=0


11:27 "All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the 
Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.  
  
(Revelation of the divine nature, His incredible love, mercy, His wisdom – all poured into us as a sovereign act of His grace. 
The learned men of the world were not made choice of to be the preachers of the gospel, but the foolish things of the world (1 Co. 
2:6, 8, 10). (3.) This difference between the prudent and the babes is of God’s own making. [1.] It is he that has hid these things 
from the wise and prudent; he gave them parts, and learning, and much of human understanding above others, and they were 
proud of that, and rested in it, and looked no further; and therefore God justly denies them the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, 
and then, though they hear the sound of the gospel tidings, they are to them as a strange thing. God is not the Author of their 
ignorance and error, but he leaves them to themselves, and their sin becomes their punishment, and the Lord is righteous in it. 
See Jn. 12:39, 40; Rom. 11:7, 8; Acts 28:26, 27. Had they honoured God with the wisdom and prudence they had, he would have 
given them the knowledge of these better things; but because they served their lusts with them, he has hid their hearts from this 
understanding. [2.] It is he that has revealed them unto babes. Things revealed belong to our children (Deu. 29:29), and to them 
he gives an understanding to receive these things, and the impressions of them  Thus he resists the proud, and gives grace to 
the humble, Jam. 4:6. 
  
We are obliged to Christ for all the revelation we have of God the Father’s will and love, ever since Adam sinned; there is no 
comfortable intercourse between a holy God and sinful man, but in and by a Mediator, Jn. 14:6. 2.
11:28 "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  

  
Those who come to Christ aright, come as sinners, to a full, suitable, able, and willing Saviour; venture their souls upon 
him, and trust in him for righteousness, life, and salvation, which they are encouraged to do, by this kind invitation; which 
shows his willingness to save, and his readiness to give relief to distressed minds.   Weary and burdened by this life, by 
sin, in need of a Saviour, ready to repent 

             being burdened with the guilt of sin upon their consciences, and are pressed down with the                  unsupportable 
yoke of the law, and the load of human traditions; and have been labouring till they are weary, in order to obtain peace of 
conscience, and rest for their souls, by the observance of these things, but in vain. 
  
This is a necessary preparative for pardon and peace – recognition of need 
  
The Spirit saith, Come; and the bride saith, Come; let him that is athirst come; Whoever will, let him come.



11:29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 11:30 
For my yoke is easy and my burden is light."  
  
A yoke is a wooden apparatus placed over the shoulders of oxen making is easier to direct their paths.  The spiritual application is 
that relationship with Christ directs us far more effectively and is less burdensome 
  
  
A reference to Zech. 9:9 as  fulfillment 9:9  

Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous and having 
salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.  
  

And his life – submission to His Father’s will, lowly birth, status in life, humility of baptism, suffering, and death at the hands of His 
own creation.  
  
His yoke recognizes obedience to Himself 
  
The yoke of Christ’s commands is an easy yoke; it is chrestos , not only easy, but gracious, so the word signifies; it is sweet and 
pleasant; there is nothing in it to gall the yielding neck, nothing to hurt us, but, on the contrary, must to refresh us. It is a yoke that 
is lined with love. Such is the nature of all Christ’s commands, so reasonable in themselves, so profitable to us, and all summed 
up in one word, and that a sweet word, love 
  
This burden in itself is not joyous, but grievous; yet as it is Christ’s, it is light. Paul knew as much of it as any man, and he calls it 
a light affliction, 2 Co. 4:17. God’s presence (Isa. 43:2), Christ’s sympathy (Isa. 73:9, Dan. 3:25), and especially the Spirit’s aids 
and comforts (2 Co. 1:5), make suffering for Christ light and easy. As afflictions abound, and are prolonged, consolations abound, 
and are prolonged too. Let this therefore reconcile us to the difficulties, and help us over the discouragements, we may meet with, 
both in doing work and suffering work; though we may lose for Christ, we shall not lose by him. 

  
Rest -This is in contrast to the rabbinical law that says ``a man must first take upon him the yoke of the kingdom of 
heaven, and after that take upon him the "yoke" of the commandment.''   He is offering here the New Covenant.    
  

Jer. 6:16 This is what the Lord says: "Stand at the crossroads and look; ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is, 
and walk in it, and you will find rest for your souls. But you said, 'We will not walk in it.'



Sources: Intervarsity Press, Wikipedia, Josephus, Brittanica, Antiquities of the Jews, 
Biblegateway.com, Biblestudytools.com, Bibletools.org 

Christ calls a profession of faith in him, and subjection to his ordinances, a yoke, in allusion to the law of Moses, and in distinction 
from it; and a "burden", with respect to the very heavy ones the Scribes and Pharisees laid upon the shoulders of the people, 
obliging them to a strict observance of them; though of a different nature from either of them; "for his commandments are not 
grievous", hard and heavy to be borne, as their's were, but "easy and light": not that they are so to unregenerate men, or are 
easily performed by the strength of nature, and power of men's free will: but they are good and amiable, and lovely in their own 
nature, and are cheerfully complied with, and abundance of spiritual pleasure and delight is enjoyed in them by believers, when 
they have the presence of God, the assistance of his Spirit, and the discoveries of his love. Moreover, the commands of Christ, 
and the ordinances of the Gospel, are so in comparison of the law of Moses; which required perfect obedience, but gave no 
strength to perform, and threatened with condemnation and death, in case of the least failure; and of the numerous, and some 
very severe rites and usages of the ceremonial law; and of the bulky and heavy traditions of the elders, and ordinances of men. 
  
Learn from Me…- our nature is so contrary to His – his humility and gentleness – our arrogance and selfishness 
  
for the meek will he guide in judgment, Ps. 25:9. [2.] You shall find rest to your souls. This promise is borrowed from Jer. 6:16, 
  
Rest for the soul is the most desirable rest; to have the soul to dwell at ease. Secondly, The only way, and a sure way to find rest 
for our souls is, to sit at Christ’s feet and hear his word. The way of duty is the way of rest. The understanding finds rest in the 
knowledge of God and Jesus Christ, and is there abundantly satisfied, finding that wisdom in the gospel which has been sought 
for in vain throughout the whole creation, Job 28:12. The truths Christ teaches are such as we may venture our souls upon.  

The affections find rest in the love of God and Jesus Christ, and meet with that in them which gives them an abundant 
satisfaction; quietness and assurance for ever. And those satisfactions will be perfected and perpetuated in heaven, where we 
shall see and enjoy God immediately, shall see him as he is, and enjoy him as he is ours. This rest is to be had with Christ for all 
those who learn of him. Well, this is the sum and substance of the gospel call and offer: we are here told, in a few words, what the 
Lord Jesus requires of us, and it agrees with what God said of him once and again. This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased, hear ye him.


